
March Chapter Meeting
Tuesday, March 20 — 7:30  9:00 pm (doors open at 7)University of Florida/IFAS Mounts Building Auditorium531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach

The Art and Science of Beekeeping

Al Salopek, Vice President of thePalm Beach County Beekeepers Association

The Florida Native Pant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract wildlife,
promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of non-native pest plants, the society encourages the cultivation of
nursery-propagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.

Free Admission • Refreshments • Native Plant Raffle
Public Welcome • No Reservations Needed

Al Salopek found a sweet spot in his heart for the honey beeafter a neighbor sought his advice to deal with bees in hiseaves. Researching this simple request led to an everincreasing interest in beekeeping. As his interest grew, so toodid his desire to increase awareness of the need to protect thehoney bee population which has been reduced by 50% in thelast halfcentury. This led to the establishment of the nonprofit organization “Bee Understanding". Bee Understanding'smission is to educate children and adults about the vital role ofthe honey bee, as well as to train and support backyardbeekeepers. Come and bee educated and informed about theanimals responsible for pollinating 30% of the food you eat.You don’t want to miss this one!
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FNPS Board of Directors Meeting Notes
1 . Appoint someone now for 201 2

Annual Report preparation

2. Submit chapter Palmetto awards

3. Request $1 00 from chapter for

FNPS data management system

4. Request donations for grants

program: Science or Conservation

5. Recommend 201 4 conference

hosts: Dade County suggested

6. Approvals granted for chapter fund

solicitation

7. Workshop planned for chapter

Treasurers at 201 2 Conference

Chapter To Do List

Facts to use!

FNPS is the 3rd largest native

plant society in the United States.

FL population = 1 8,801 ,31 0

Housing 8,989,580 units

Homeowners 5,393,748

FNPS memberships 3000

FNPS February 11 -1 2, 201 2 Retreat in Oviedo, FL

Submitted by Lynn Sweetay, Chapter Rep.

• State positions up for election this year:

President, Vice President of Finance, Secretary, and a

Communications Chair famil iar with al l types of social

networking to replace Sue Dingwell

• Our new Executive Director Kell i Westerveldt is working on updating

our data management system for our online data base. The cost is

estimated to be $5000-7000. She wil l be working very hard to get

funding for our programs and currently is working on strategic

planning to request grants. Our first focus wil l be on lapsed

members. FNPS has lost a total of 1 055 members over the last 2

years. (50 for the Palm Beach Chapter). Each chapter has agreed to

contact these members and find out why they left and bring them

back. We wil l work with a spreadsheet created by FNPS. The

chapter wil l send a letter to each lapsed member asking for renewed

support and wil l fol low up with a phone call . After the phone call a

Thank you letter wil l be sent. FNPS wil l provide scripts for the letters

and the phone call as well as training. We need volunteers to help

with this project. Retaining membership is very important and is less

costly than bringing in new members. For each lost member 2 must

be recruited to grow.

• Membership recommendations from other chapters include: Asking

members their interests, mentoring new members, recognization of

member contribution at meetings and in the newsletter, supplying

new members with kits including name tags, and holding a new

member orientation.

• FNPS has joined the Florida Conservation Coalition which is a

website founded by Senator Bob Graham whose focus is ensuring

that state safeguards are in place to protect and properly manage the

supply and quantity of Florida’s water resources and our rich natural

environment. We have joined as a group but individuals can also join

and all members are encouraged to do so.

floridaconservationcoalition.org
There is no charge to join.

• The Board also voted to sponsor the Meadow Project which is a fi lm

produced to educate people about native plants and their support for

native insects. As sponsors FNPS wil l appear in the fi lm credits.

(BOD minutes continued on page 4)
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Lancewood
(Ocotea coriacea)

Why we like it: The
Lancewood is a tree that
plays many roles in the
garden. Slender spreading
branches with an open
rounded crown the
Lancewood has a delightful
elegant appearance. The
above surfaces of the evergreen leaves are a glossy
dark green and when viewed as a whole the leaves
have the look of dripping off the branches. The
leaves when crushed have a distinctive smell akin to
citrus. This might seem unusual given that the
Lancewood, l ike its relative the Avocado, does not
look the part. In the spring the tree is ful l of del icate
tiny white flowers with a floral aroma that attract
many insect poll inators. The flowers give way to
olive shaped fruit that turn from purple to black
which the birds find irresistible. Given its form and

attributes the Lancewood is an
understated ornamental tree that
should find its way into a wide
variety of landscapes.

How to grow it: In nature, the
Lancewood is one of the first
trees to move into open areas.
Thus it l ikes ful l sun and can
tolerate a high level of drought

once established. However it can also thrive in
moist but well drained soils. Grow the lancewood in
soil that has some organic matter as this wil l lead to
a higher and more vigorous rate of growth. The
Lancewood typical ly has a moderate growth rate
reaching from 20 to 30 feet and can be as broad as
it is tal l in the early stages. I trimmed the lower
branches on my Lancewood so as to encourage a
tree form with a single leader. Lancewood also
makes a fine bush or shrub.

by Jeff NurgeGardening with the Natives

Where to buy it: This plant is available at native nurseries, including Indian Trails Native Nursery in Lake

Worth. To find other nurseries that carry it, visit the association of Florida Native Nurseries at www.afnn.org,

but don’t stop there. The site provides only a snapshot of the offerings at local nurseries, so call around.

--Jeff Nurge WWW.FloridaNativeGardening.com

Calling all Photographers!

A message from FNPS Administrative Services

The Florida Wildflower Foundation is producing

a Coreopsis brochure and is seeking high

resolution close-up flower images of:

C. integrifolia, C. leavenworthii, C. major,

C. nuecensis, C. pubescens, C. tinctoria,

C. tripteris

Please email images to Jeff Norcini at
oecohort@comcast.net.

Saturday March 21 @ 6pm

Join us at FAU’s Pine Jog Environmental

Education Center to celebrate the 50th

anniversary of Rachel Carson’s “Silent

Spring,” the classic that launched the

environmental movement.

Come “Swing into Spring” under the stars

with fine dining and a live band while

wearing your finest 1 940′s and 50′s era

swing attire!

Visit https://fauf.fau.edu/greengala for

more information.
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• The FNPS Annual drive was successful bringing in $8800. Many

thanks to those who contributed.

• The Land Management partners committee reported that FNPS has

been represented on 1 00% of the state land reviews for the past 2

years (30-35 a year throughout the state).

• This year's conference wil l be in Plant City May 1 7 -20. The 201 2
conference theme is Preserving the Natural Heart of Florida, and our
annual report should reflect that theme. Check the FNPS website for
information and registration. We need silent auction items or material
for the Chapter booth. The 201 3 conference wil l be held in
Jacksonvil le.

• FNPS drafted 2 letters to halt the expansion of hunting in SW Florida in
addition to attending the public meeting on this subject. We were also
represented at the public meeting regarding the proposal to al low
hydri l la in Lake Apopka. FNPS has requested an interpretation of a
proposed policy change by US Fish and Wildl ife to Federal Listing of
endangered species. Please see the FNPS website to view these.

This is a critical year for advocacy in Florida so
please be active and support these and other
efforts. Rep. , Lynn Sweetay wil l take your
suggestions to the state meeting to confirm that
everything is in compliance with FNPS policy.

• FNPS is working on a new image for its website.
The finished product should be viewable soon. Matt King from the
Palm Beach Chapter has been assisting with this.

FNPS Board of Directors Meeting Notes(cont. from page 2)

Our chapter has 166 members as of March
1st, 2012. We have 3 new members this
month. Warm welcomes to CHRISTEN
MASON, KRISTI MOYER, and ROBERT
AND KATHLEEN ROSE.
10 memberships renewed or rejoined in
FEBRUARY. Renewing or rejoining
individual members are WINNIE SAID, JAN
BELJAN, RHONA J FLEHINGER, MARIAN J
WELLS, and LIVIA PEPPER. Our renewing
family members are NICK CAMPBELL AND
VALORIE LARSON, ROSA AND JOSEPH
DURANDO, LYNN AND FRANK HUBER,
and MATTHEW KING AND KRISTINA
SERBESOFFKING. The QUAIL RIDGE
GARDEN CLUB renewed as a NotforProfitMember.

Membership Update

Business 6

Contributing 6

Donor or Family 32

Individual 1 09

Library 1

Life 2

Not for profit 4

Student 3

Supporting 3

____________________

Total 1 66

Chapter Meeting Notes
Cathy Beals

Palm Beach County Chapter ofthe Florida Native Plant SocietyTuesday, February 21, 2012
Special Election - Director-at-largeNominee SUSAN LERNER has beenelected a Directoratlarge by vote of thegeneral membership at the Februarymeeting, on a motion by Cathy Beals,seconded and carried unanimously.The Chapter welcomes Susan and looksforward to her enthusiastic participation.
ProgramTeri Jabour gave a detailed andcomprehensive presentation on GrassyWaters Preserve, and its 23squaremiles of wetlands, which serves as thefreshwater supply for the City of WestPalm Beach and associatedmunicipalities. It remains a pristineremnant the once expansive Evergladesecosystem. This location wasdesignated a "water catchment area" in1964, after being purchased by the Cityof West Palm Beach in 1955. The areais totally driven by rainfall and isprotected and supervised by theDepartment of Public Utilities WatershedManagement Division, to preserve andrestore the ecological integrity of thisvital ecosystem.

Thanks to Volunteers

Lindy Cerar for refreshments at theevening meeting and for her attendanceat a February Naturescaping meeting, to
Victoria Lang for keeping the Mountsbuilding open between closing andmeeting time, to Winnie Said forproducing "The Dahoon," to Myrna and
Nancy for distribution of the monthlynewsletter, to Michael Manna, Jackie
Kadish, Steve Chase and Lynn Coxfor garden maintenance on Saturday,Feb. 25. (Lynn also providedrefreshments for the gardeners!
Thanks also to Gene and Sue Sanchezand Jeff and Susan (of Native Choice
Nursery) for donated plants: Passiflora,Skyblue Clustervine, Necklace Pod,Myrsine, Cat's Claw, Biscayne PricklyAsh, and corkystem passiflora.

submitted by Dennis de Zeeuw
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Location: Clayton Hutchenson Building at Mounts Botanical Garden, West Palm Beach
Come and learn from experts as you help us maintain our Native Plant Demonstration Garden. I t’s a great
opportunity to ask questions, identify plants and take home cuttings for your garden. Work parties are held on the
Saturday fol lowing our monthly meetings. Drop by anytime between 9:00 am and noon to learn, social ize and
enjoy brunch in the open air. Don’t forget to bring your garden tools!

7:30 - 9:00pm
Mounts Botanical Garden
531 North Mil itary Trail , W Palm Beach FL 3341 5
All meetings are free and open to the public.

Join us on a tour of our members' gardens.
Last year over 50 people visited the 1 1 gardens on the tour. This is a wonderful opportunity to share our
gardens as well as inspire everyone to plant Florida Natives.

5:30 – 7:30pm
Mounts Botanical Garden
531 North Mil itary Trail
W Palm Beach FL 3341 5
Members are invited to attend and participate.

A look inside Barley Barber Swamp brought to you by a representative from the
Treasured Lands Foundation.
All meetings are free and open to the public. Native plant raffles & refreshments served

Barley Barber Swamp located on FPL property in Martin County has been closed

since 9/1 1 /2001 . Last November it was reopened for tours with security

requirements established.

For the May 5th tour, participants wil l meet at the Seminole Inn in Indiantown and

travel by bus to the site.

We are scheduled to depart from the Inn promptly at 8:30am. Please arrive 30

minutes prior to departure. The tour wil l last approximately 3 hours.

(Continued on next page)

Upcoming Events
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Deadline for registration is Monday Apri l 23rd.
To register please contact Stephanie Duncan either by phone
(561 ) 575-7956 or email duncan694@aol.com.
There are 28 spaces available.

The information needed for registration is as fol lows:
• Name • Home address • Phone •Email

Photo Id wil l be required prior to boarding the bus.

Once we have the list of participants we wil l see if we can set up
carpooling to the Inn.

After the tour we can enjoy
at lunch at the historic Seminole Inn (www.seminoleinn.com).
Prices for lunch at the Foxgrape Café are $6.95 for the buffet and
menu items range from $6.95 - $1 0.00. Please advise when
registering for the tour as to whether you wil l be joining us for lunch.

Our speaker for the Apri l chapter meeting wil l be presenting an
overview of the Swamp.

Save the Date... . .

A wide assortment of rare native plants wil l be available for bidding. Proceeds support our Chapter!
Please contact Brenda Mills 561 -247-3677 if you would like to help organize the silent auction.

Save $25 when you register by Apri l 1 6. Suncoast and Hernando Chapters have set up fabulous field

trips through the Heart of Florida, l ined up long favored speakers, and scheduled great socials in the

outdoors. All this plus super budget-friendly hotel options . . . don't miss it. Register now.

See the prel iminary conference information at www.fnps.org.

Volunteer Appretiation

Everglades Day, February 11: Thanks to Cara Watkins, Judy Tramell , and Jackie
Kadish for staffing our FNPS table at this popular event.

The 4th Annual e4 Sustainability Summit, February 25: Thanks to all who

staffed the Chapter Booth! Stephanie Duncan, Cathy Beals, Dennis de Zeeuw, and

Lynn Sweetay

Upcoming Events (cont.)
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Kids need more Art presents..........Art and Nature Workshops

Other Events
Brighter Waters Brunch at the Evergrene Club House
Sunday, March 1 8, 201 2 11 :30 am to 3:00 pm

Buy your tickets today by calling (561) 7467017.
All proceeds from this fundraiser will benefit the JERFSA Created Wetland project at Jupiter High School
Please join the Jupiter Tequesta Garden Club at the beautiful Evergrene Club House in Palm Beach Gardens for a Sunday brunch to
support the conversion of the Jupiter High School retention pond on Military Trail into a created wetland/science lab for our students!
Win door prizes, get raffle tickets, bid on silent auction items, and enjoy a noontime brunch buffet. After you have made it through the
buffet serving line, (say around 1ish) you will be entertained by John Klingel, "The Frugal Florist," demonstrating some exciting floral
designs. Live auction to follow!
Needless to say, we will all be winners and have a brighter future if we successfully achieve our goal of converting the pond. It will help
to educate our students in environmental science and to appreciate the beauties of nature. The community would also benefit by getting
a beautiful natural area around the pond.
Karen Bentz, Partnership for Environmental Education President and the landscape architect from Land Design South is leading the
retention pond project will provide an update.
The Evergrene community itself is worth seeing. In August 2004 Evergrene became a "Certified Gold Audubon International Signature
Sustainable Development." Evergrene is the first residential development in Florida, and the world, to be so designated. They give
protection to the natural resources by successfully integrating an ecosystem approach to design, construction and management of the
development.

TICKETS $35.00 | PLEASE CALL (561) 746-7017 FOR RESERVATIONS
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Highlights from the Grassy Waters Field Trip
Submitted by
Cathy Beals
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President—Brenda Mills2473677 palmbeach@fnpschapters.org
VicePresident—Lindy Cerar3120660 lindycerar@yahoo.com
Treasurer—Stephanie Duncan5757956 duncan694@aol.com
Secretary—Cathy Beals7994007 bealsc@bellsouth.net
Chapter Rep.—Lynn Sweetay7986208 lynnsweetay@hotmail.com
Conservation Chair—Michael Manna
Director at Large—Susan Lerner

Director at Large—Kristi Martin Moyer
Director at Large—Ryan Leavengood
Education Chair—Lindy Cerar3120660 lindycerar@yahoo.com
Membership Chair—Dennis de Zeeuw9545604771 dennis@sustainscape.com
Newsletter Publishers—Myrna Sossner& Nancy Sloane8322547 mandn29@aol.com
Newsletter Editor—Winnie Said5616327723 dahooned@gmail.com
Publicity Chair—Jeff Nurge2783299 jeffrem@bellsouth.net

Visit us on the web

www.palmbeach.fnpschapters.org

www.fnps.org

Printed on
Recycled Paper

Announcements

A Message From FNPS Administrative Services
Now you can subscribe to the FNPS blog via email

The FNPS blog(www.fnpsblog.org), one of our most successful outreach
programs, covers a wide range of topics: native plant profiles, FNPS chapter
field trips & other chapter activities, reviews of parks and conservation areas,
landscaping with native plants, preservation of Florida’s wild spaces, and so
much more. Posts are written by members from across the state. Now you can
sign up to receive an email when new posts are published. Just type in your
email in the box and hit the Submit button.

For information about the chapter call

561 -247-3677

We are seeking your input for this
year’s Rare Plant Auction

I f you have an idea for a theme or specific
rare native plant(s) you’d l ike to see in the
Auction please email Michael Manna at
mannam@bellsouth.net by March 30th
to provide input.

Contributions Wanted for the Dahoon

Your suggestions for content are welcomed !

We are always interested in original native plant articles, essays,

field reports, photos, event announcements, or other articles of interest.

dahooned@gmail.com



Promoting the preservation,
conservation, and restoration of the

native plants and native plant
communities of Florida

Florida Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County Chapter
534 29th St.
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

I f you would l ike to save paper and

receive the Dahoon via email ,

please send an email to

info@fnps.org

Thanks!




