
Jeff Nurge & Susan Casamento,
Native Choice Nursery

Bruce Pearson, Tropical World Nursery

Yes you can enjoy plants around your home even if you do not have a lot
of space. Growing plants in containers, pouches or creating a living wall
can be fun and easy. Jeff, Susan & Bruce are combining their efforts to
provide us with ways to use natives to create vertical gardens and
container planting. Our speakers will be bringing examples of containers,
pouches and vertical structures. They will explain the various options as
well as the Natives that will thrive in these situations. Join us on Tuesday
the 15th  this is a program you don’t want to miss! You may be lucky
enough to go home with one of the creations!

FNPS members Jeff Nurge and Susan Casamento are coowners of the
Native Choice Nursery in Boynton Beach. They started their nursery
over three years ago to cater to the growing demand of individual
homeowners looking for creating a sustainable landscape using local
plants to support native species of birds, insects and animals. They
carry over 150 species of natives.

Bruce Pearson is an “extreme“ horticulturist, nurseryman, traveler, plant
collector and lecturer and coowner of Tropical World Nursery in Boynton
Beach. Bruce’s hope is that we can leave some real Nature on this planet
and man does not dominate every square inch.

The Florida Native Plant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract
wildlife, promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of nonnative pest plants, the society encourages the
cultivation of nurserypropagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.
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October Chapter Meeting
Joint meeting with the Sierra Club Loxahatchee Group

Tuesday, Oct 15

Native plant drawing follows the program

NEW MEETING TIME
Please note: Chapter meetings

will be starting at 7pm

The Palm Beach County Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of every month at the University of Florida/IFAS

Mounts Building Auditorium 531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach
For more information, please call or email

5612473677 palmbeach@fnpschapters.org

READ ALL ABOUT THIS YEAR'S
NATIVE YARD TOUR

SEE PAGES 4  6 FOR

FEATURED ARTICLES
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Thanks so much to all
the members for
giving me the chance
to take on the role of
President of our
chapter. For those
who don’t know,
growing native plants
is a hobby of mine

that developed over the last 6 years
after I became frustrated with my home
lawn maintenance. I figured there had to
be a better way of landscaping, and it
did not take me long to discover that
planting natives was an ideal approach
–in line with my love of nature and my
respect for the environment.

I learned a lot from this chapter in my
early days as a member, and I know
how overwhelming it can be when you
first start learning about native plants.
So, I intend to make sure that during my
presidency we have some introductory
programs during our chapter meetings to
help newcomers learn about the joy of
"going native". I hope our chapter can
play a role in helping others who wish to
plant natives overcome the fear and
uncertainty experienced when making
big changes in their home landscapes.

As a computer programming consultant,
I intend to use my technical skills to
improve our website and provide
additional digital resources, such as a
better reference for the plants in our
monthly plant drawings. My wife and I
won a lot of plants when we first starting
coming to FNPS meetings, and
sometimes during the excitement of
winning a plant you lose track of what it
is, or how it should be cared for. I hope
to make this less of an issue with this
new plant drawing reference system.

Alright, let’s make this a
great year for our chapter,
for FNPS as a whole, and
for native plants!

Chapter Notes

Chapter President
Ryan Leavengood

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PRESIDENT........

On September 17, 2013, the PBC chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society featured a presentation by Melissa Tolbert, Environmental
Analyst with Palm Beach County Department of Environmental
Resources Management. Melissa spoke about the restoration of the
Jupiter Inlet Lighthouse Outstanding
Natural Area, also known as JILONA.
The property consists of several
different tracts with several owners,
totaling 120 acres, and is completely
surrounded by development and
heavily used waterways. Within the
property is 78 acres of natural areas,
consisting of oak scrub, maritime hammock and mangrove swamp
habitats, with 241 plants and 200 animals species. The property is
home to quite a few listed species, such as Perforate Lichen, Four
Petal Pawpaw, Curtiss' Milkweed, and the Gopher Tortoise. In fact in
2008 JILONA became one of a small handful of Congressionally
designated Outstanding Natural Areas in America. Melissa spoke of
various conservation efforts, such as controlled burns, translocation
of Perforate Lichen within the property, planting of seed grown Four
Petal Pawpaws, and the removal of invasive trees such as Australian
Pine and Brazilian Pepper. It is a lot of work, but all part of what is
required to maintain one of America's natural wonders.

After the presentation, our monthly plant drawing was held.
Plants donated this meeting were Porterweed (Stachytarpheta
jamaicensis) from Ryan Leavengood; Fairy Hibiscus/Poeppig’s
Rosemallow (Hibiscus poeppigii), two Cypress Peperomia
(Peperomia spp.), and a Cinnamon Bark (Canella winterana) from
Gene Sanchez.

Also at the annual meeting of the general membership, Chapter
Representative Brenda Mills presented the following slate of
nominees to serve a oneyear term of office for 20132014:

President: Ryan Leavengood
Vice President: Susan Lerner
Secretary: TBD
Treasurer: Kristen Bergmann
Conservation Chair: Chris Lockhart
Director at Large: Michael Manna
Director at Large: Cathy Beals
Director at Large: Kristi Martin Moyer

There being no nominations from the floor, on a motion by Myrna
Sossner seconded by Susan Lerner and carried unanimously, the
nominees were approved by the membership.

A Big Thankyou to all of our plant donors for this month's
drawing, to Brenda Mills for opening up and for staffing our
greeter table, and to Lisa Ferrano for providing the refreshments
that were enjoyed during the meeting.

submitted by F. Leavengood, Sec
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Why We Like It: Varnish Leaf is one
of our native plants found in tropic
and subtropic coastal thickets
throughout the world. This tough
evergreen bush grows up to 15 feet
in height in idea conditions. If grown
in full sun and dry soil it will limit itself
from 3 to 4 feet in height. The 3 to 6
inch long very glossy leaves are a
yellowishgreen with a slightly sticky
resin. The flowers are scarcely
noticed but are followed up by three

winged capsules that are sometimes a deep red color.

How To Grow It: Plant in a sunny spot. Drought tolerance is high
for the varnish leaf after it has been established. It can be grown in
moist welldrained sandy soils with very little organic material. If
you are close to the coast the varnish leaf also has a high tolerance
to salt wind spray. Propagation is by seed.

Where To Buy It: If you are interested in finding native plants, visit the
Florida Association of Native Nurseries, but don't stop there. The site
provides only a snapshot of the offerings at local nurseries, so call
around.

Gardening with the Natives by Jeff Nurge

www.FloridaNativeGardening.com

Varnish leaf near beach dunes at Caspersen Beach
Source http://sealitsoc.blogspot.com/2011/11/caspersenflower.html

For additional information on Varnish Leaf,
Visit Rufino Osorio's blog spot

http://rufinoosorio.blogspot.com/2010/08/dodonaeaviscosavarnishleaf.html

BREAKING NEWS!
Air potatoes soon to be "fried"?

by Gwen Burzycki

The highly invasive vine air potato
(Dioscorea bulbifera) has been a
persistent and serious problem in
many natural areas, but that may be
changing. This photo shows the
level of damage by a recently released
biocontrol beetle that feeds on air

potato leaves. The beetle was
released last year at Kendall Indian
Hammocks Park, a MiamiDade
County park near Kendall Drive and
SW 107 Avenue which has been
heavily infested with air potato. The
beetle successfully overwintered, so it
is now considered established.

There have been releases at other
natural areas parks, but the monitoring
to see where else they have
successfully established is not yet
complete. With this kind of damage,
we should start seeing a reduction in
the populations of this noxious exotic
vine in the next few years.

Kudos to USDA's Agricultural
Research Station in Ft. Lauderdale for
the hard work to find, screen, release,
and monitor this beetle, which eats air
potato and only air potato, so is no
threat to our native flora.

Gwen Burzycki is with MiamiDade
County Environmentally
Endangered Lands program. She
is a member of FNPS.

Reprinted from the Tillandsia
Dade County Chapter FNPS

Air Potato leaves damaged
by biocontrol agent

Varnish Leaf (Dodonaea viscosa)

WWW.FloridaNativeGardening.com
http://rufino-osorio.blogspot.com/2010/08/dodonaea-viscosa-varnish-leaf.html 
http://sealitsoc.blogspot.com/2011/11/caspersen-flower.html
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Longtime PBC Chapter member Carl
Terwilliger gets the blazing star award
for his lead role in this year's native yard
tour held on October 6th. A perfect way
to spend a beautiful Sunday; this event
was fun, educational, and inspiring.
Visitors were treated to an incredible
diversity of native landscapes growing
resplendent in their urban settings.
Creative signage (thanks to Lindy
Cearar and Brenda Mills) led the way to
the 9 homes hosting the tour, and once
on the grounds, it was an extra bonus to
discover that many of the natives had been
labeled for easy identification.

Pictured to the right are some of the folks
that made this event special.
1. Kristi Moyer, tour guide
extroadinaire seen here in her tropical
hammock. She also made the
numbered leaves that made it so easy
to identify plants.
2. Kristi's greeters Bing Bing and
Nancy Smoak
3. Buffie Judd, greeter at Carol
Roberts residence
4. Adele Shiner, resident and native
landscape instigator at the Downtown
South Apartments
5. Deborah Crawford, wildlife
gardener, enjoying her beautiful NABA
certified backyard
6. Eric and Jeanne Wasser, native
plant enthusiats. They offered
refreshing icewater as we toured their
amazing yard
7. Brenda Mills (on tright), a past
president of the PBC chapter. Her yard
was a native plant showcase
8. Rob Hopper, a certified Landscape
Architect with a certified cool yard
9. Myrna Sossner, greeting folks at
the Crawford residence with a smile
and some literature
9. Margaret Brabham, an inspired
recent convert to native landscaping

Thanks to all who made this event
possible, including Matt King for
providing the map and web support,
Jeff Nurge for assisting with publicity,

The BestEver 2013 Native Yard Tour

1 2

3 4

5

6 7

8
9 10

by Winnie Said
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Wasser Residence
a Lake Worth gem

A dunescape replaces ficus
stumpage. One of the mini
ecosystems at the Moyer's

Brenda's spectacular
Beautyberry explosion

Butterfly Heaven at the
Crawford residence

Downtown South's
lush borders

Hopper Hacienda
Street view and back path
leading to the wonderful

Way Back

Carol Robert's
beautiful new
nativescape

A strongbark and lignum
vitae welcome you to the

Isabell residence

Frontyard elegance at
the Brabhams

2013 Native Yard Tour Highlights Photos by Winnie Said and Stephanie Duncan
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The native plant
yard tour attracted
over 100 people
this year. This is
twice the number
of most years and
is due to the
concentration of
established yards
in Lake Worth and

West Palm Beach. There were often
native plantings next door that
extended the visit.

Advertising was well done by Jeff
and Kristi and other members of our
group as well as people from other
societies and government
organizations. I am hoping that word
will spread; this is the gardening
event of the year.

The palm spathe signs made by
Lindy were works of art. The
numbered seagrape leaf tags
created by Kristi added a cheerful
touch to the self guided tours.
These self guided tours were a hit
and we will improve on them next
year.

Although the half hour of rain was a
pain, it cleaned the plants and
perked them up for the rest of the
day. From then on it was a steady
stream of visitors to each site. Kristi
was leading back to back groups of
ten throughout the day. In fact, I was
pleasantly shocked to see a crowd
forming at her place right at 10 am.

I am thinking of doing the tour in the
Lantana area next year, so let me
know if you have a native yard or
know of one to add to the tour.

This has been a lot of work for many
people and I am proud to be
involved with this each year. I look
forward to working with this
wonderful group for many more
years.

Carl

These photos, from FNPS archives, are
of past winners of the FNPS
Landscape Awards. Each year at the
Annual Conference, FNPS gives
awards for high quality native plant
landscapes in the categories of
residential, commercial, institutional,
transportation, mitigation, preservation,
restoration, and butterfly garden.

For more information on how to participate in this program contact

Karina Veaudry kveaudry@nativefloridaconsulting.com

Inspirations for Native Landscapes by Carl Terwilliger

This is the introduction to an online article  To read the full text, go to:
http://meadowbeautynursery.com/inspirationsfornativelandscapes/

There are no set rules for how to landscape your yard. Find what you like in
nature and incorporate this into your landscape at home. This is an exciting
time in which people are trying new landscape ideas with wildlife, water use
and global warming in mind. When visiting natural areas for ideas, notice the
spacing of larger trees and the combinations of understory trees, shrubs and
ground covers. You may have to look at several locations before the right one
is found to copy in your yard. Keep in mind that many preserves have
invasives or are not managed properly. Pine forest is often succeeded by oaks
in the absence of fire. Just keep your oaks separated from the pines if you are
creating a pine flatwoods theme or the oaks will shade out your pines over
time. I personally like the look of tall pines with a low understory of native
grasses, wildflowers and groups of shrubs like saw palmetto, myrsine and
dahoon holly. Use these shrubs and low plants to create winding paths and
connected open areas.

You may want to plant a coastal hammock near your house for a subtropical
look that fits with your neighborhood. Gumbo limbo, paradise tree, mastic,
Spanish stopper, wild coffee, marlberry, Jamaica caper and others provide a
“tropical” look near the house and front yard that blends in nicely with most
manicured neighborhoods. It is no longer considered unusual to plant slash
pine and saw palmetto in the front yard as more people become familiar with
these plants. If you are lucky, many native pines, oaks and cypress will be
preserved in your neighborhood and you can stay with this theme anywhere on
the property.

Carl Terwilliger

To apply fpr a

2014 FNPS Landscape Award go to:

http://fnps.org/participate/awards

Application Deadline:
March 7, 2014

A Message from Carl......

http://meadowbeautynursery.com/inspirations-for-native-landscapes/
http://fnps.org/participate/awards
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The SeptemberOctober Sabal Minor, the bimonthly FNPS
newsletter, is available on the FNPS website at

http://fnps.org/assets/pdf/sabalminor/sabalminor15_5_2013.pdf
Read about conservation news, deadlines for grant

applications and chapter happenings around the state,

FNPS 2014 Endowment Grant Research Awards and
Conservation Grant Awards

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment
Research Grant program for the purpose of funding research
on native plants. These are small grants ($1500 or less),
awarded for a 1year period, and intended to support research
that forwards the mission of the FNPS which is "to promote the
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants
and native plant communities of Florida."

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant
conservation projects in Florida. These are small grants ($1500
or less) awarded for a 1year period. These projects promote the
preservation, conservation, or restoration of rare or imperiled
native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities.
To qualify for a Conservation Grant, the proposed project must
be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter. Application guidelines and
details are on the FNPS Web site (www.fnps.org), click on
‘Participate/Grants and Awards’.

Application deadline for the 2014 Awards is March 7, 2014.
Awards will be announced at the May 2014 Annual Conference
in Fort Myers. Awardees do not have to be present at the
Conference to receive award.

Call for Research Track Papers and Poster
Presentations  FNPS 2014 Conference

The Florida Native Plant Society Annual Conference will be held at

Florida Gulf Coast University, Fort Myers, Florida, May 1518,

2014. The Research Track of the Conference will include

presented papers on Friday, May 16 and Saturday, May 17. The

poster session will be on Saturday May 17.

Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on research related to

native plants and plant communities of Florida including

preservation, conservation, and restoration. Presentations are

planned to be 20 minutes in total length (15 min. presentation, 5

min. questions).

Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be submitted as a

MS Word file by email to paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov by

February 1, 2014. Include title, affiliation, and address. Indicate

whether you will be presenting a paper or poster.

2013 FNPS CONSERVATION GRANTS

GeneticallyInformed Prioritization of Pop
ulations for Conservation in Two Imperiled
Endemic Florida Sunflowers (Helianthus
carnosus and Phoebanthus tenuifolius)
Florida Panhandle Chase Mason

Mason’s preliminary research indicates the
likely local extirpation of several of the
known populations for both species, and
historical herbarium records indicate
somewhat broader ranges and more
numerous populations relative to what is
currently extant. Both of these species
appear to be exhibiting declines, most
drastically for H. carnosus.” Mason will
provide genetic information about existing
populations to land managers so that they
may prioritize conservation of the most
genetically diverse and distinct populations
of both these species.

Mapping Wet Prairies and Rare Species
of Point Washington State Forest, Walton
County Thomas Greene,

According to Greene, "Point Washington
State Forest, at 15,179 acres, is the largest
tract of conservation land in south Walton
County. [It] contains numerous wetland and
upland habitats of good to excellent quality
including numerous wet prairies, an
imperiled community. It also has populations
of at least nine rare or imperiled plant
species, including Asclepias viridula,
Calamovilfa curtissii, Drosera intermedia,
Hymenocallis henryae, Lupinus westianus,
Polygonella macrohylla, Sarracenia
leucophylla, Verbesina chapmanii and Xyris
scabrifolia. Most known rare or imperiled
plant species locations were last visited in
the 1990s when the tract was acquired by
prairies were omitted. Wet prairies are the
primary habitat for at least 3 of the rare or
imperiled plant species."

FNPS annually provides grants for conservation
projects leading to the conservation of Florida
native plants and preservation or enhancement of
their habitats. These grants are funded through
our general membership fees, and from targeted
donations from individuals and chapters.

Society News

http://fnps.org/assets/pdf/sabalminor/sabalminor15_5_2013.pdf
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15 | 5:30 – 7:00PM
MOUNTS BOTANICAL GARDEN 531 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL, W PALM BEACH
Chapter Board of Directors Meeting  All members are invited to attend our
Chapter's Board of Directors meeting before our regular 7pm chapter meeting.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15 | 7:00 – 9PM
MOUNTS BOTANICAL GARDEN 531 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL, W PALM BEACH
Chapter Meeting: Gardening With Natives in Small Spaces
Learn about gardening with natives for small spaces. Presented by Bruce Pearson with Tropical World
Nursery and Jeff Nurge with Native Choice Nursery

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
PBCC FNPS Demo Garden Maintenence will not take place as usual on the Saturday following the
chapter meeting. We are actively seeking a volunteer to lead this important function. Please contact
Ryan Leavengood if you are interested. 5613641451 leavengood@gmail.com

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 | 7:00 – 9PM
MOUNTS BOTANICAL GARDEN 531 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL, W PALM BEACH
Chapter Meeting:EcoArt, What is it? What is it not? Where can we see it?
"EcoArt fuses art with environmental science and community engagement to protect
and preserve fragile and endagered ecologies". Learn about the EcoArt South Florida
organization. Presented by MJ Aagerstoun, Founder, EcoArt South Florida

Chapter Events

Other Events

If you grow things, heck, if you EAT, you'll want to see Symphony of the Soil! This 2013
documentary from award winning filmmaker and Palm Beach county native Deborah Koons
Garcia will be screened in Palm Beach County for the first time November 17, 36 PM at
Muvico Parisian, Cityplace, West Palm Beach.

Brought to you by Gray Mockingbird Community Garden and EcoArt South Florida,
this inspirational film, which has garnered numerous awards already,
connects the dots between the health of our soil, food security, and
personal, national and global wellbeing. The screening will be followed
by a Q and A session with Ms. Garcia and local soil and organic

gardening expert Dr. John ZahinaRamos. Information will also be available regarding
development of a new community compostgrowing facility currently in planning stages, necessary
since the Palm Beach County Solid Waste Authority will be discontinuing their provision of free
compost to county community gardens and backyard gardeners as of 2014.

Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door for adults. The price for children under 12 in the company of an adult is
$6 in advance and $8 at the door. You may register for the screening event and buy tickets in advance at:

http://www.graymockingbird.com/SymphonyoftheSoil.html

Sierra Club Loxahatchee Group  Thanks and Giving Fall Celebration & Silent Auction
November 9, 2013 6:0010:00 PM

at The Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties to benefit Inner City Outings,
the Elaine Usherson Scholarship Program, and group conservation efforts.

Tickets $35 in advance $45 at the door * Includes Hors d'oeuvres, Wine & Beer, and Live Music
For more information http://florida.sierraclub.org/loxahatchee/2013silentauction.html

*RSVP by October 31*

http://www.graymockingbird.com/SymphonyoftheSoil.html
http://florida.sierraclub.org/loxahatchee/2013silentauction.html
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Visit us on the web
http://palmbeach.fnpschapters.org/

5612473677

Announcements

President Ryan Leavengood
5613641451
palmbeach@fnpschapters.org

Vice President Susan Lerner
5614787444
vitallongevity@comcast.net

Secretary (temp.) Fran Leavengood
5617139994
fchiulli@gmail.com

Treasurer Kristen Bergmann
Delraygarden@gmail.com

Chapter Rep Brenda Mills
5613151842
bmills@sfwmd.gov

Conservation Chair Chris Lockhart
5617340140
chris@lockharts.org

Director At Large Cathy Beals
cathlieb@gmail.com

Director At Large Kristi MartinMoyer
5616326293
kmarti40@fau.edu

Director At Large Michael Manna
mannam@bellsouth.net

Membership Chair Meredith Trim
mtrim2@comcast.net

Newsletter Editor Winnie Said
5616327723
dahooned@gmail.com

Newsletter Publishers Myrna
Sossner and Nancy Sloane
mandn29@aol.com

Garden Chair Vacant

Publicity Chair Jeff Nurge
jeffrem@bellsouth.net

Refreshment Coordinator
Nan Owens
manateanan@aol.com

Webmasters
Matt King  opuntia2@msn.com and
Ryan Leavengood

Palm Beach County Chapter

Like us?
Visit https://www.facebook.com/PBCC.FNPS

If you are already a FB user, please share with your
friends....

New Meeting Time
In response to the latest membership survey, the FNPS Palm
Beach County Chapter Meeting start time has been rolled back
onehalf hour to 7pm. Announcements will begin at 7:15 and our
featured presentation will start at 7:30 followed by the always
popular Native Plant Drawing. Come early and get a good seat!

From the Nominating Committee....

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our
congratulations and apprectiation to the newly elected members
serving on the PBC FNPS board of directors for the upcoming
year. We are looking forward to the programs, events,
fundraising and fellowship under your direction. On behalf of the
chapter we would like to say...

Welcome aboard and let's get growing!

Please also note that the Secretary position has not yet been
filled. Please contact Ryan Leavengood or Brenda Mills if you
are interested in joining this year's board in this capacity. It is a
rewarding experience!

And remember, you do not have to be an officer or chairperson to
attend the board meetings. All members are encouraged to
participate and share their ideas and enthusiam for the Native
Plant Society's mission.

CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED FOR THE DAHOON

We are always interested in original native plant
articles, essays, field reports, photos, event
announcements, or other articles of interest.
Send us an email! dahooned@gmail.com

http://palmbeach.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PBCC.FNPS


Florida Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County Chapter
534 29th St.
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

How Can I Become a Member of the Florida
Native Plant Society ?

You can join online . .www.fnps.org

Membership forms are also available at chapter meetings

The Palm Beach County Chapter of the FNPS
meets on the third Tuesday of every month at the

University of Florida/IFAS Mounts Building Auditorium
531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach

For more information, please call or email
5612473677

palmbeach@fnpschapters.org

Tell a friend !

Address Label Here




