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Garden Maintenance Party

January Chapter Meeting

NEW DATE AND TIME!
Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010
9:00—12:00 am
Clayton Hutcheson Building

Tuesday, January 19, 2010

Come help us tidy up our native
display garden. Bring your hat,
gloves, hand tools,
and water. NOTE:
Brunch will be pro‐
vided!
Sneak Preview of Coming
Meeting Attractions
Jan 30 — Field trip to Lantana
Nature Preserve
Feb 16 — EcoArt and Appren‐
ticeship Program
Mar 16 — Fakahatchee Strand
State Preserve
Mar 28 — Field trip to Faka‐
hatchee Strand
Apr 20 — Native Plant Auction
Apr 25 — South County Native
Yard Tour

Florida
Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County
Chapter

7:30 – 9:00 pm (doors open at 7)
Mounts Botanical Garden (UF/IFAS Extension)
531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL 33415

Lantana Nature Preserve: From Town Dump to Community Park
Dianne Lennon, Restoration Partners, Inc.
As urban sprawl increases, remnant parcels of land are left enmeshed
within our urban areas. The Lantana Nature Preserve, built on an old
town landfill, is an example of how these properties can be used to
create valuable green space in our communities and can offer the op‐
portunity for people to reconnect with nature in their own “back
yard”. The 7‐acre parcel is now a created coastal forest and restored
mangrove community with interpretive kiosk and walking trails. What
grew into a treasured town park began with a neighborly discussion
around a kitchen table. A truly community‐driven project, ideas
among neighbors were put into action that evolved into an unex‐
pected partnership of committed citizens, a developer, and a town
government. Join us as Ms. Lennon, Project Manager during the de‐
sign and construction of the preserve, discusses the journey and
value of restoration to both community and environment.
Ms. Lennon will lead a follow‐up field trip to The Lantana Nature Pre‐
serve on Jan. 30th.

Free Admission • Refreshments • Native Plant Raffle
Public Welcome • No Reservations Needed

Next Business Meeting
Saturday, January 30 beginning at 2:00 pm
at the King’s Residence
All are welcome and invited to come!
Call 561.247.FNPS (3677) for directions
Discussion topics include: Florida Native Yard Program, chapter grant opportunities

The Florida Native Plant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract wildlife,
promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of non-native pest plants, the society encourages the cultivation of nursery-propagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.
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FNPS 30th Annual Conference

"A weed is no
more than a
flower in
disguise."
 James Russell Lowell

Current
Attractions

The Florida Native Plant Society’s 30th
Annual Conference:
Rooted in History, Forever Blooming
May 20‐23, 2010
Tallahassee, Florida

folks from Florida and other southeastern
states who share a common vision of na‐
tive plant protection.

Join us in Tallahassee, a city rich in natural
and cultural history, as the Magnolia Chap‐
ter hosts the 2010 Annual Conference.
This will be a special 30th anniversary con‐
ference that honors our Florida Native
Plant Society history and celebrates the
plants, people and places of Tallahassee
and the Big Bend Region. Over 400 people
are expected to attend the four‐day con‐
ference.

Experience special places, including the
22nd floor of the Florida Capitol, with its
fantastic 360° views, Goodwood Plantation
and Tall Timbers Research Station. Enjoy
the annual FNPS Landscape Awards, silent
auction, FNPS Jeopardy, and musical enter‐
tainment by local bands ‘The Weeds’ and
the ‘Mayhaws.’ Famous local authors will
be on hand for book signings. Native Nurs‐
eries of Tallahassee will also be celebrating
a 30‐year anniversary with a reception and
open house on Sunday. Special programs
are being planned for youth as well.

PLANTS
There will be a variety of field trips, tours
and workshops to choose from on Thurs‐
day and Sunday. Discover the unique na‐
tive plants of upland glades, ravines, karst,
savanna and other plant communities on
field trips led by expert local guides and in
workshops on plant Identification, plant
propagation and maintenance. Attend
presentations on the latest in native plant
science, landscaping and other topics.
PEOPLE

The bright red drupes of
velvet‐leaved coffee
(Psychotria sulzneri) add a
splash of color in wet and
moist hammocks at this
time of year.
Photo: LeRoy Rodgers

Friday and Saturday enjoy keynote speak‐
ers and educational sessions at the Leon
County Civic Center. Featured keynotes
are Dr. Betty Smocovitis, internationally‐
known botanical historian from UF; Land‐
scape Architect Darryl Morrison, who will
showcase uses of fire and other natural
processes in nationally recognized native
plant designs; and June Bailey White,
writer and National Public Radio commen‐
tator from southern Georgia, who will read
new stories with accompanying photos by
Gil Nelson.
Get reacquainted with Bill Partington and
the people who started the first gathering
of native plant enthusiasts in 1980. Meet

PLACES AND EVENTS

The Conference Hotel is the DoubleTree
Hotel, 101 South Adams Street, Tallahas‐
see, FL 32301. Reservations are being ac‐
cepted at 850‐224‐5000.
For

more

conference

details

www.fnps.org/pages/conference/

see
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Gardening with the Natives

Jeff Nurge

SOUTH FLORIDA SLASH PINE (Pinus elliottii var. densa)
I don’t believe there is a man,
woman or child who doesn’t
know what a pine tree looks
like! They seem to be every‐
where. But look closely next
time you’re driving around. Our
native South Florida slash pine is
under serious pressure to sur‐
vive—more than any other pine
species in the United States. This
is due to its threatened habitat,
pine flatwoods, which is the
most desirable land type for de‐
velopment in our area. Standing
30 to 50 feet tall, this evergreen
tree has an extensive root sys‐
tem with a moderately deep tap
root. The orange‐brown bark is
scaly and forms plates. The
South Florida slash pine has
longer needles than its cousin to
the north (Pinus elliottii var elli‐
otti).
Needles are eight to
twelve inches long in tight bun‐
dles that are dark green and
shiny. The fruit is the familiar
dark brown pine cone. This pine
is an important component of
many natural communities in
South Florida. Not only does it
provide a food source for many
mammals, it is an even more
resource for cavity nesting birds,
such as woodpeckers.
A south location away from the
house is an idea spot to plant a

nice stand of southern slash
pines. This pine is very adapt‐
able to a number of soil types,
as its nutritional requirements
are very low. However it will

Did You Know?
The varietal name of South
Florida slash pine, densa,
refers to two characteristics
which distinguish it from P.
elliottii v. elliottii— the very
dense heartwood and the
densely clustered needles on
young plants.

not tolerate sitting in water in
the low areas of your yard—the
higher and dryer the better. As
always, you will need to water
regularly to establish the plant
after it goes into the ground.
Full sun is a must. Young trees
shaded out will not survive as
they will be weakened, allowing
for disease and insects to move
in. Some may wonder if such a
tall tree will come down in a
hurricane. A major hurricane

When planting slash pine in our area,
be sure to use plants from a local seed
source. Local genotypes are more
likely to thrive and with considerably
less maintenance requirements.
Photo by Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

will take down any tree. That said,
when Hurricane Wilma came
through our area the trees that
broke apart or fell in very large
numbers were not our native slash
pines but rather the non‐native
banyans, ficus and scheffleras!
‐Jeff Nurge
www.FloridaNativeGardening.com
For further reading on the South
Florida slash pine, see Richard
Moyroud’s article in The Palmetto,
Fall
1996
(available
at
www.fnps.org)
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Upcoming Events
Saturday, January 16
Festival of Trees

Lake Worth Cultural Plaza

The 5th Annual Festival of Trees is Saturday, January 16th from 9 am to 4 pm at the Cultural
Plaza in historic downtown Lake Worth (See page 5 for more details).

Ask an Expert
Have a question about
Florida’s native plants?
Send us your question
and we’ll find an ex‐
pert to answer
it. Selected
questions and
answers will
be posted in the Ask
an Expert section each
month. Send your
question to:

?

Dahoon@mindspring.com

Membership
at a Glance
Business
Contributing
Donor
Family
Individual
Library
Life
Not for profit
Student
Supporting
Total

7
6
3
27
105
1
1
4
1
2
157

Sunday, January 17
Nature Photography for Adults

Riverbend Park, Jupiter, FL

9:00 – 11:00 am Bring your camera and learn the tricks to getting great nature photo‐
graphs from professional nature photographer Karen Lindquist. (561) 966‐6617

Saturday, January 23
West Palm Beach Garden Club Annual Plant Sale

DreherPark

9:00 – 3:00 pm Speakers, baked goods, and lots of plants for sale (including many native
plants). For information call 561‐688‐5457

Saturday, January 23
Get Your Hands Dirty!

Mounts Botanical Garden

9:00 am – 12:00 pm Come and learn from experts as you help us maintain our Native Plant
Demonstration Garden. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions, identify plants, and take
home cuttings for your garden. Drop by anytime between 9:00 am and noon to learn, social‐
ize, and enjoy brunch in the open air. Don’t forget to bring your garden tools if you have
them! For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)

Saturday, January 30
Field Trip ‐ Lantana Nature Preserve

Lantana Nature Preserve

10:00 am—Noon Dianne Lennon, Restoration Partners, Inc. will lead a walk covering many
topics including: local history, park design, coastal ecosystems, restoration ecology, sustain‐
able communities and of course native plants. Consider bringing a packed lunch to socialize
after the walk. Call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677) for more details.

Tuesday, February 16
February Chapter Meeting
Mounts Botanical Garden
7:30 – 9:00pm The EcoArt and Apprenticeship Program, Mary Jo Aagerstoun

Membership News
Our chapter has 157 members as of December 31. We have nine new members this month!
A warm welcome to Phyllis Carr, Barbara Goldman, Joan Hourican, Louanne Hughes, The
Kalinich Family, Toni Manuel, Deborah Price, Valerie Tipton, and Rita Romano. Twelve
memberships renewed or rejoined in November and December. Scott Busa renewed as a
contributing member. Our renewing family or household members are Ken & Stephanie
Brown and Janette & Richard Wojciakusan. Renewing individual members are Sarah Davis
Dean, Glorida Hunter, Mark Ebersold, Steven Evans, Thomas Gire, Carol Ann Loehndorf,
Eileen Martin, and Rufino Osorio. Our renewing business member is Native Creations Inc.
(Gary Barnett).
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Chapter Recognition
Dear Palm Beach Chapter: Your group, along with fellow chapter sponsors Coccoloba and Serenoa, cannot be
thanked enough for your native plant leadership and financial support this year. Your sponsorship has both
inspired us and made it possible for us to include a two‐page feature that presents new, compelling "Why
Native Plants" information, based almost entirely on the points hammered home by Dr. Doug Tallamy in his
book and keynote at the conference. Thanks to you, 100,000 Floridians will be exposed to the vital message
that only native plants can sustain natural Florida as we know and love it. AFNN is deeply grateful for your
support, very proud to work with you, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Cammie Donaldson, Administrative Services

Search & Shop for FNPS!

Festival
of Trees
The 5th Annual Festival of Trees is Saturday, January
16th, from 9 am to 4 pm at the Cultural Plaza in his‐
toric downtown Lake Worth. This free family event
will feature live jazz and folk music throughout the
day and educational opportunities stressing the en‐
vironment and trees. Nurseries and plant societies
will attend with a stunning array of native trees,
palms, flowering and fruit trees, bamboo, drought‐
tolerant shrubs, and bromeliads for sale to the pub‐
lic.

Saturday, Jan. 16
9am-4pm, Free!

As suggested in previous issues, we’d like to remind
you to train yourself to use GoodSearch and Good‐
Shop when searching or shopping on the net. They
are sister sites, you can get to either one from the
other’s page, and they both donate money to FNPS
when you use them. When you are going to make a
search on the internet, first go to GoodSearch.com.
This site uses a Yahoo‐powered search engine. Enter
FNPS as your charity, and they will donate a penny
for every search you make. Yes, every search, no
buying necessary.
On the GoodShop.com page, same thing. Just enter
FNPS as your designated charity, verify, and shop
away. They will donate up to 30% of your purchase
price.

Lake Worth City Hall Annex Cultural Plaza

Info 561-586-1677

Support Florida Forever
Saving the best of Florida for all Floridians

Take Action Now!
This is the first year in two decades without new Florida Forever funding. In advance of the 2010 Legislative
Session, the Coalition urges its supporters to contact Governor Crist and the Legislature to gain their support
for the inclusion of Florida Forever in the upcoming budget. Visit their website to contact your elected offi‐
cials.

www.supportfloridaforever.org

Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native
plants and native plant communities of Florida
Florida Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County Chapter
534 29th Street
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Florida
Native Plant Society

Membership Renewal
«Renewal»

«FirstLastName»
«OrgNameOtherName»
«StreetAddress»
«City», «State» «Zip»

Palm Beach County
Chapter
suzdingwell@gmail.com

(561) 247‐FNPS

(3677)
Newsletter of the Palm Beach County Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

Officers & Chairpersons
President‐Sue Dingwell
818‐9654, suzdingwell@gmail.com

Newsletter Publishers‐Myrna Sossner &
Nancy Sloane 832‐2547, mandn29@aol.com

palmbeach.fnpschapters.org

Vice‐President‐Brenda Mills
315‐1842, bmills@sfwmd.gov

Newsletter Editors‐LeRoy & Shari Rodgers
741‐3395, dahoon@mindspring.com

Or come Tweet with us….

Treasurer‐Matthew King
585‐0114, opuntia2@msn.com

Publicity Chair‐Jeff Nurge
278‐3299, jeffrem@bellsouth.net

Visit us on the web

twitter.com/palmbeachfnps

Secretary‐Cathy Beals
799‐4007, bealsc@bellsouth.net
Chapter Representative‐Lynn Sweetay
798‐6208, lynnsweetay@hotmail.com

The Dahoon is published
monthly except December
by the Palm Beach
County Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society. Newsletter subscription is included in membership fees paid to the
FNPS.
PRINTED ON RECYCLED
PAPER

Conservation Chair‐Michael Manna
Director at Large‐Alyssa Dodd
Director at Large‐Mary Jo Aagerstoun
Director at Large‐Carl Terwilliger
Education Chair‐Lindy Cerar
312‐0660, lindycerar@yahoo.com
Field Trip Coordinator‐open
Landscape Chair‐Robert Hopper
Membership Chair‐Dennis de Zeeuw
954‐560‐4771, dennis@sustain‐scape.com

PALM BEACH COUNTY CHAPTER
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
MEETS
3rd Tuesday of the month
7:30 P.M.
(doors open at 7:00)
Mounts Botanical Garden Auditorium
531 North Military Trail
(1/4 mi north of Southern Blvd.)
West Palm Beach, Florida

Meetings are free and open
to the public.

