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Garden Maintenance Party

May Chapter Meeting

Saturday, May 22, 2010
9:00 am—12:00 pm
Clayton Hutcheson Building

Tuesday, May 18, 2010

Come help us tidy up our native
display garden. Bring your hat,
gloves, water, and
hand tools.

7:30 – 9:00 pm (doors open at 7)
Mounts Botanical Garden (UF/IFAS Extension)
531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL 33415

A Night with the Natives

Sneak Preview of
Coming Attractions
May 29 — Gumbo Limbo Nature
Center Field Trip
Jun 15 — On the Trails at the
Wakodahatchee Wetlands
Jun 26 — Wakodahatchee Field
Trip
Jul 20 — The Formation of the
Everglades
Aug 17 — Virtual Garden Tour

Florida
Native Plant Society
Palm Beach
County Chapter

Join us at the Native Demonstration Garden
while we stargaze and listen for the crickets.

Presentation by
Ann Mathews, Palm Beach County

Free Admission • Refreshments • Native Plant Raffle
Public Welcome • No Reservations Needed

The Florida Native Plant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract wildlife,
promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of non-native pest plants, the society encourages the cultivation of nursery-propagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.
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Welcome to My Garden
On April 25th, the Magnificent 7 and their
spouses opened their yards to the public for the
FNPS 2010 Yard Tour. The brave and enthusias‐
tic hosts were: Terry Brown, Lindy Cerar, Alana
Edwards, Steve Evans, Carrie Kalinich, Richard
Moyroud and Jeff Nurge.
Thanks to the article in the Post written by Jeff
Nurge, the website map by Matt King and the
flyer created by LeRoy Rodgers, the event had a
significant turnout. Total visitors reported by
our hosts totaled 685! Everyone was busy from
start to finish and visiting chapter members of‐
ten lent a hand answering questions as they
traveled from garden to garden. I noticed that
all the landscapes were very different in design
even with many of the same species planted.
Most of the people were not FNPS members, so
it truly was an outreach activity. Terry noted

that many took advantage of his location to
visit the Ocean Ridge Natural Area and mem‐
bers of the Ocean Ridge Garden Club came.
Richard and Melissa were able to show Acreage
people what to plant for wetlands. Lindy said
the butterflies put on a show and the day was a
great experience for her. Steve had a mini bird
migration in his yard that pleased the birders
among his visitors.
Carrie and Carl Terwiliger showed pictures of
the transformation of the Kalinich yard from
lawn to native landscaping. Richard Nevulis
and Alana Edwards also documented their
transformation and aquatic project in process.
Alana overheard a wife tell her husband “This is
EXACTLY what I want our front yard to look
like.” One little girl told her mother “This is the
coolest backyard EVER!”
I think Jeff Nurge validated all the effort ex‐
pended for this event when he said “I was
amazed at how interested all the visitors were
to the yard. Even those who knew nothing
about native plants. We definitely reached
those people who want to go native.”
by Stephanie Brown
2010 Yard Tour Coordinator

THANKS!

A quiet path through Jeff Nurge’s beautiful yard.

The Chapter thanks Stephanie Brown for
coordinating another successful yard tour!
Stephanie’s perseverance and excellent
coordination skills made the event a huge
success. Volunteers like Stephanie are
what makes this Chapter so great. Thank
you, Stephanie! From all of us.
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2010 Native Plant Auction a Huge Success
Our local chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
had its annual auction on April 20, 2010. The event
was the most successful to date and the chapter
raised over $1,300. Our auction’s origin traces back
to a suggestion I made to to Gloria Hunter about 10
years ago. The suggestion was inspired by my obser‐

five dozen miniature ghost orchids, Harrisella por‐
recta. This unusual, leafless, epiphytic orchid is al‐
most never available commercially and the plants
were made available to anyone who cared to pur‐
chase one for $2.00 each, which raised an additional
$78.00 that night.
Since its inception, the auction has been very well
received and there have been, as far as I know, only
two points of controversy. Most of the auction items
consist of collections of plants, but some audience
members would like the opportunity to bid on indi‐
vidual plants. This concern was addressed to a large
extent by the silent auction, where individual items,
both plants and plant‐related, are available for bid.

Peter Fields, of Fields Auctions, attempts to induce an‐
other bid from the audience.

vations of similar auctions in other plant societies,
but especially in orchid societies while I was the
Awards Registrar for the American Orchid Society.
Gloria was extremely keen on the idea of an auction,
and she tirelessly promoted it until she eventually
prevailed on Robert Hopper to coordinate our first
native plant auction.
The auction has evolved through time, becoming an
ever bigger event and involving an expanding group
of wonderful volunteers. For this year’s auction, Rob
chose the plants and named the collections; I pre‐
pared the PowerPoint slide show and presented the
plants; Jeffery Nurge and Susan Casamiento cared
for the plants for several weeks until the auction
night; Michael Manna prepared an attractive flyer,
which was widely disseminated; Nan Owens made
sure we had plenty of refreshments; Peter Fields
served as our auctioneer; and Brenda Mills coordi‐
nated the silent auction and cashed the winners out
on auction night. Although not part of the auction
per se, Richard Moyroud brought in approximately

There was also concern as a result of auctioning the
true ghost orchid, Dendrophylax lindenii, a rare en‐
dangered plant that has received national attention
pursuant to the best‐selling non‐fiction book, The
Orchid Thief by Susan Orlean. Fortunately, there is no
question as to the legality of offering this plant at
auction, since Florida Statute § 581.185(7) states that
nurserymen “who grow from seeds or by vegetative
propagation any of the native plants on the Regu‐
lated Plant Index … are specifically permitted to sell
these commercially grown plants … as it is the intent
of this section to preserve and encourage the propa‐
gation of these native plants which are rapidly disap‐
pearing from the state.” Additionally, the general
consensus is that making commercially propagated
rare plants available to the public will reduce illegal
collection pressure on such plants, rather than in‐
crease it. Oddly, no controversy ensued from this
year’s auction as a result of offering endangered na‐
tive plants that are far more rare than the ghost or‐
chid, such as cupania (Cupania glabra), wild basil
(Ocimum
campechianum), and
yellow‐wood
(Zanthoxylum flavum).
All in all, it was a fun, enjoyable event and we are all
looking to out do ourselves next year!
By Rufino Osorio
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Upcoming Events

Ask an Expert
Have a question about
Florida’s native plants?
Send us your question
and we’ll find an ex‐
pert to answer it. Se‐
lected questions and
answers will be posted
in the Ask an Expert
section each month.
Send your question to:

?

Dahoon@mindspring.com

Membership
at a Glance
Business
Contributing
Donor
Family
Individual
Library
Life
Not for profit
Student
Supporting
Total

8
8
1
27
108
1
2
5
2
2
164

Tuesday, May 18
Grassy Waters Preserve
Orchid & Bromeliad Swamp Hike
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Bring your cameras to capture the golden beauty of our native Butterfly Orchids.
Pre‐registration required 24 hours prior to program. Difficulty level: easy
Fees: $15.00/Adult $5.00/Child Contact: 561‐804‐4985
Saturday, May 22
Mounts Botanical Garden
Get Your Hands Dirty!
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Come and learn from experts as you help us maintain our Na‐
tive Plant Demonstration Garden. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions, identify
plants, and take home cuttings for your garden. Drop by anytime between 9:00 am
and noon to learn, socialize, and enjoy brunch in the open air. Don’t forget to bring
your garden tools if you have them! For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)
Saturday, May 29
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
Field Trip to Gumbo Limbo
Check www,palmbeach.fnpschapters.org for details
Tuesday, June 15
Mounts Botanical Garden
June Chapter Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm On the Trails at Wakodahatchee Wetlands, Cynthia Plokelman
For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)

Membership Update
Our chapter has 164 members as of April 30. We have four new members this
month. Warm welcomes to Rosa Ferrucho, Sophie Genaille, Ronald Murphy, and
Raymond Devlin.
Seventeen memberships renewed or rejoined in April. Leslie Clarke renewed as a
donor and Cynthia Plockelman renewed as a contributing member. Renewing or
rejoining individual members are Ray Caranci, Barb Conmy, Alana Edwards, Victo‐
ria Lang, Edmond Leblanc, Celio Moya, Dawn Sinka, William Skinner, and Ellen
Tannehill. Our renewing family members are LeRoy & Shari Rodgers, Eugene &
Nancy Sanchez and Ann & Phil Weinrich. Daniele Garson of Preservation Founda‐
tion Palm Beach renewed as a Not‐for‐Profit Member. Our renewing business mem‐
bers are Mesozoic Landscapes Inc (Richard Moyroud) and
Native Green Cay (Mike & Sylvia Jameson).

Thank you all for your continued support of FNPS!
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Gardening with the Natives

by Jeff Nurge

WHITE STOPPER (Eugenia axillaris)
Of all the stoppers native to
South Florida, the whitestopper
is my favorite. On a still, humid
morning the aroma of musk
from the leaves wafts through
the air lending a feeling of being
in a tropical hammock forest,
which in fact is where
whitestopper is typically found.
It occurs in the Florida Keys,
throughout South Florida, and in
coastal counties as far north as
Levy and Volusia Counties.
The small, evergreen opposite
leaves exhibit attractive shades
of pink and red when new. The

Typically, whitestopper is an un‐
derstory plant. However it does
quite well in full sun with only an
occasional hand watering in the
most severe drought conditions.
Reaching up to 25 feet this mod‐
erately growing plant is ideal for
those tight spots in the land‐
scape as it has a habit of grow‐
ing much taller than wider. It is
easily trimmed to size or left on
its own to become a small tree.
Whitestopper prefers well‐
drained sandy soils with some
organic material to thrive. It
also grows well on limestone
soils. Pay attention
to nutrient levels as
this plant suffers in
nutrient‐poor soils.
Whitestopper is also
moderately tolerant
of salt spray but
should be protected
from direct exposure
with more salt toler‐
ant plants.
This plant is available
at many native plant
nurseries. To find
nurseries that carry it, visit the
association of Florida Native
Nurseries at www.afnn.org, but
don’t stop there. The site pro‐
vides only a snapshot of the of‐
ferings at local nurseries, so call
around.

Current
Attractions

New fruit of earleaf green‐
briar (Smilax auriculata) will
ripen soon (and the birds can’t
wait!).
Photo by LeRoy Rodgers

Bees are filling their pollen
baskets with Mimosa strigu‐
losa pollen. Photo by LeRoy Rodgers

Whitestopper flowers are eagerly visited by bees.
Photo by Jeff Nurge

white flowers emerge from the
stems and when in full bloom
are quite an attraction for our
native bees. The flowers give
way to juicy globose‐shaped
black berries that become food
for birds and small mammals.

Two giant swallowtails were
caught in the act at the Cerar
residence. Photo by Lindy Cerar
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2010 FNPS Yard Tour in Pictures

photos by Charlie Fredrickson & LeRoy Rodgers
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May 21 is Endangered Species Day
Here are 10 easy things you can do at home to protect 6) Slow down when driving.
One of the biggest obstacles to wildlife living in devel‐
endangered species.
oped areas is roads. When you're out and about, slow
1) Learn about endangered species in your area.
down and keep an eye out for wildlife.
Teach others about the wildlife that lives near you.
The first step to protecting endangered species is
7) Recycle and buy sustainable products.
learning about how interesting and important they
Buy recycled paper, sustainable products like bamboo
are.
and Forest Stewardship Council wood products to pro‐
tect forests. Recycle cell phones, because a mineral
2) Visit a national wildlife refuge, park or other open used in cell phones is mined in gorilla habitat. Mini‐
mize your use of palm oil because forests where tigers
space.
Conservation lands provide habitat to many imperiled live are being cut down to plant palm plantations.
species. The best way to protect endangered species is
8) Never purchase products made from threatened or
to protect the places where they live.
endangered species.
Everyone wants a souvenir when traveling abroad, but
3) Make your home wildlife friendly.
Secure garbage with locking lids and feed pets indoors. some souvenirs are made from species nearing extinc‐
Reduce water use so that wildlife have enough to sur‐ tion. Avoid supporting the market in illegal wildlife.
vive. Disinfect bird baths to avoid disease transmis‐
sion. Place decals on windows to deter bird collisions. 9) Report harassment or hunting of threatened and
endangered species.
Harassing wildlife is cruel and illegal. Shooting, trap‐
4) Provide habitat for wildlife by planting native
ping, or forcing a threatened or endangered animal
plants in your yard.
Native plants provide food and shelter for native wild‐ into captivity is also illegal. Don't participate in this
life. Attracting native insects like bees and butterflies activity, and report it if you see it.
can help pollinate your plants.
10) Protect wildlife habitat.
5) Minimize use of herbicides and pesticides.
Perhaps the greatest threat that faces many species is
Some herbicides and pesticides may be hazardous pol‐ the widespread destruction of habitat. Do anything
lutants and take a long time to degrade and build up in you can to help conserve critical habitat.
the ecosystem, potentially harming wildlife.
For more information visit: www.stopextinction.org

Bird Notes

by Ann Weinrich

The avian migrants are moving through! After the last stormy day, dozens of colorful
warblers took refuge with the food and shelter offered by our paradise tree, inkwood,
cinnamon bark, stoppers, mahogany and others. The birds, exhausted by the storm and
their journey back from points south, picked at bugs, seeds, flowers, and fruits in the
Pisonia, rougeplant, Spanish needles, Salvia and bloodberry. We hosted indigo bun‐
tings, ovenbirds, American redstarts, yellow‐billed cuckoo, and many warblers—black‐
throated blue, blackpoll, Parula, prairie, Cape May, worm‐eating, and black and white!
How much more valuable could our native plants be?
Black‐throated blue warbler
Photo by Cephas

Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida
Florida Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County Chapter
534 29th Street
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Kaki Clark‐Holt
SFWMD
Florida
Native Plant Society

Membership Renewal
(complimentary)

3301 Gun Club Rd
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Palm Beach County
Chapter
suzdingwell@gmail.com

(561) 247‐FNPS

(3677)
Newsletter of the Palm Beach County Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
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President‐Sue Dingwell
818‐9654, suzdingwell@gmail.com
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315‐1842, bmills@sfwmd.gov
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741‐3395, dahoon@mindspring.com

Or come Tweet with us….

Treasurer‐Matthew King
585‐0114, opuntia2@msn.com
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278‐3299, jeffrem@bellsouth.net

Visit us on the web
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The Dahoon is published
monthly except December
by the Palm Beach
County Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society. Newsletter subscription is included in membership fees paid to the
FNPS.
PRINTED ON RECYCLED
PAPER

Conservation Chair‐Michael Manna
Director at Large‐Alyssa Dodd
Director at Large‐Mary Jo Aagerstoun
Director at Large‐Carl Terwilliger
Education Chair‐Lindy Cerar
312‐0660, lindycerar@yahoo.com
Field Trip Coordinator‐open
Landscape Chair‐Robert Hopper
Membership Chair‐Dennis de Zeeuw
954‐560‐4771, dennis@sustain‐scape.com

PALM BEACH COUNTY CHAPTER
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
MEETS
3rd Tuesday of the month
7:30 P.M.
(doors open at 7:00)
Mounts Botanical Garden Auditorium
531 North Military Trail
(1/4 mi north of Southern Blvd.)
West Palm Beach, Florida

Meetings are free and open
to the public.

