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Garden Maintenance Party

June Chapter Meeting

Saturday, June 19, 2010
9am—12pm
Clayton Hutcheson Building

Tuesday, June 15, 2010

Come help us tidy up
our native display
garden. Bring your
hat, gloves, water,
and hand tools.

Sneak Preview of
Coming Attractions
Jun 26 — Wakodahatchee Field
Trip
Jul 20 — The Formation of the
Everglades
Aug 17 — Virtual Garden Tour
Sept 21 — Keeping Your Native
Garden Beautiful

7:30 – 9:00 pm (doors open at 7)
Mounts Botanical Garden (UF/IFAS Extension)
531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL 33415

On the Trails at the Wakodahatchee Wetlands
Cynthia Plockelman, Vice President, Audubon Society of the Everglades
(and past Chair of the Palm Beach FNPS)
Derived from a Seminole Indian phrase meaning "created waters," the
Wakodahatchee Wetlands was constructed by Palm Beach County Water
Utilities Department next to the existing System 3 Water Treatment Plant
located one mile southeast of the Southern Region Water Reclamation
Facility. This project has significantly enhanced about 56 acres of former percolation ponds into a thriving wetlands habitat. Approximately
two million gallons per day of highly treated reclaimed water is used to
maintain the wetlands, which attracts an abundance of wildlife in a park
-like setting. By acting as a natural filter for nutrients that remain, the
wetlands work to further cleanse the water.
The Wakodahatchee Wetlands have attracted an abundant variety of
wildlife, including turtles, frogs, otters, alligators and birds. More than
140 different species of birds have been spotted at the site. These species
thrive in the various wetland zones found at the Wakodahatchee Wetland.

Florida
Native Plant Society

Cynthia will provide a general discussion of the Wakodahatchee Wetland Area and its importance as an ecosystem.

Palm Beach
County Chapter

Free Admission • Refreshments • Native Plant Raffle
Public Welcome • No Reservations Needed

The Florida Native Plant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract wildlife,
promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of non-native pest plants, the society encourages the cultivation of nursery-propagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.
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Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved That FNPS Rocks!
Last month, Governor Crist and his
cabinet signed a resolution acknowl‐
edging the Florida Native Plant Soci‐
ety for 30 years of native plant con‐
servation in Florida. The resolution
recognizes the beauty, ecological im‐
portance, and vulnerabilities of Flor‐
ida’s native flora. It also recognizes
our Society’s many contributions to‐
ward Florida’s efforts to preserve its
natural heritage. Finally, state and
local governments, businesses, and
private citizens are encouraged to
help conserve Florida’s native plants
and native plant communities. Many
thanks to Chief Financial Officer, Alex
Sink for sponsoring a resolution that
we can all be proud of!

Below: Attorney General Bill McCollum,
Governor Charlie Crist, CFO Alex Sink
(Resolution Sponsor), and Commissioner
Charles Bronson present the FNPS resolu‐
tion to Gene Kelly (Past President), Nia
Wellendorf (FNPS Conference Committee
Chair) and Kariena Veaudry (FNPS Execu‐
tive Director)
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Gold Coins
Today, I harvested the gold coins. They were
scattered all over my front yard and beyond… the
annual bequest of that tall leafy benefactor, our
mahogany tree. Every year, the tree covers itself
with tiny solar collectors and every year, about
this time, the leaves are shed as the mahogany
prepares to replace them with this year’s model.
The little jewels accumulate all over everything, a
shiny golden brown car‐
pet sparkling in the af‐
ternoon sun, beckoning
me to rake them up and
deposit them in the
bank in my back yard.
You may have heard a
mahogany tree de‐
scribed as an evergreen.
That’s almost true. You
may have thought that
if a tree were to shed all
its leaves in one season,
it would let them fall in
the, well, fall. That’s
just one small part of what makes it so special to
live in South Florida where things happen just a
little differently. Unlike most of the country, our
broad‐leaved trees are predominately evergreen.
Also different is that most of the trees that shed
their leaves in South Florida do so in the spring
rather than in autumn. Our trees can retain their
foliage through the winter season because, you
see, there’s no liability for a tree to be covered
with leaves during a South Florida winter where
there’s no risk of damage from the weight of
snow held by the leaves. And like their northern
kin who bloom in the spring, there’s an advan‐
tage to synchronizing blossom time with the time
when the tree is leafless, as it makes it that much
easier for the pollinating insects to find the flow‐
ers when there are no leaves in the way.

by Philip S. Weinrich
So there’s a freshening that happens here every
spring, when trees that were green all year sud‐
denly go bare and then, just a few days or a week
later, flush out with vibrant new foliage of such
intense green that it stops you in your tracks to
say “Wow! South Florida has seasons, too!” And
then come the leaves, hundreds and hundreds of
dried up little dead leaves, falling and falling all
over the driveway,
the sidewalk, the
yard.
Sometime
soon, the “tidy
voice” will break
through, imploring
you to get out the
rake
and
re‐
establish a sense
of order. But think
twice before you
rake up, bag up,
and send your pre‐
cious leaves off to
the landfill. You
can cash them in
for a lovelier yard! If you will just spread them
around under your trees and shrubs, they’ll help
your landscape in so many ways!
For the first six months or longer, they’ll provide
a ground cover that’s much more pleasing to the
eye than bare soil. They’ll shade out the seeds of
weeds you didn’t want. They’ll hold moisture in
the soil, so you’ll need to water less often. And
they’ll start the gradual process of decay, enrich‐
ing your soil with a lovely crumbly leaf mold that
soaks up and holds water from one rain to the
next while releasing into the soil the nutrients
your trees and shrubs will need to grow bigger
and stronger, producing even more gold coins for
you to harvest and redeem next year.
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Upcoming Events

Ask an Expert
Have a question about
Florida’s native plants?
Send us your question
and we’ll find an ex‐
pert to answer it. Se‐
lected questions and
answers will be posted
in the Ask an Expert
section each month.
Send your question to:

?

Dahoon@mindspring.com

Saturday, June 19
Mounts Botanical Garden
Get Your Hands Dirty!
9:00 am – 12:00 pm Come and learn from experts as you help us maintain our Na‐
tive Plant Demonstration Garden. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions, identify
plants, and take home cuttings for your garden. Drop by anytime between 9:00 am
and noon to learn, socialize, and enjoy brunch in the open air. Don’t forget to bring
your garden tools if you have them! For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)
Saturday, June 26
Field Trip to Wakodahatchee Wetlands
Check www.palmbeach.fnpschapters.org for details

Delray Beach

Tuesday, July 20
Mounts Botanical Garden
July Chapter Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Formation of the Everglades
Presentation by Ed Pateuch, Professor, Department of Geosciences, Florida Atlantic
University
For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)
Tuesday, August 17
Mounts Botanical Garden
August Chapter Meeting
7:30 – 9:00pm Virtual Tour of FNPS Member Gardens
For information call 561‐247‐FNPS (3677)

Membership Update
Membership
at a Glance
Business
Contributing
Donor
Family
Individual
Library
Life
Not for profit
Student
Supporting
Total

9
7
1
25
109
1
2
5
1
2
162

Our chapter has 162 members as of May 31. We have one new member this
month. A warm welcome to Terry Geaber!
Seventeen memberships renewed or rejoined in May. Cathie Tonkins of Hill
Country Nurseries renewed as a contributing member. Renewing or rejoining
individual members are Kevin Holler, Phyllis Ashley, Joe Erhardt, Mike Glad‐
stone, Joann Jolley, David Lei, Suzanne Speer, Herbert Zebuth. Our renew‐
ing family members are Alice Bojanowski & Michael Sobczak, Maureen &
Douglas Maclaughlin, George Mcnamara, and Nancy Sloane & Myrna Soss‐
ner.
Our renewing business members are Sustainscape (Dennis De Zeeuw), The
Colony Hotel & Cabana Club (Jestena Boughton), and Four Jays Consulting
Inc. (Jamie Rothenberg).

Thank you all for your continued support of FNPS!
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Gardening with the Natives

by Jeff Nurge

SILVER PALM (Coccothrinax argentata)
Here’s a palm that won’t get away from you. The
silver palm is a very slow grower. Compact in height,
usually not reaching more than 10 feet in cultiva‐
tion, the silver palm keeps its statue in the land‐
scape. The deeply divided fans are an attractive
green on top and silvery underneath and are used
widely in the Caribbean for basket and hat making.
When the wind is blowing the flash of color from
the leaves is quite striking. The upper portion of the
smooth grey trunk is made up of a woven burlap‐
like fiber.

most significant threat to wild populations. Silver
palm is listed by the state of Florida as a threatened
species.

For you wildlife lovers, the two‐foot long flower
stalks attract bees of all types, and the round black
fruits that follow feed a variety of wildlife. Addition‐
ally, the Silver Palm is the host plant for the monk
skipper butterfly (Asbolis capucinus).
Like other native palms, the silver palm requires no
regular supplements or fertilizers. It is not fussy
about soil types either, tolerating acidic to alkaline
soils. This coastal palm is drought and salt wind tol‐
erant and also does well in inland locations. Plant in
full sun for optimal performance, although this spe‐
cies can tolerate some shade. Provide silver palms
additional supplemental water after planting and
give it some extra time to establish. This palm can
be planted in small groupings or as single speci‐
mens.
The silver palm occurs naturally in pine rockland and
coastal hammocks from Palm Beach county south to
the Florida Keys. As such, habitat destruction is the

Social Media at Work

The contrast of silver palm’s dark green and silvery
grey leaf surfaces creates an eye‐catching sparkle
in the landscape.
Photo by Jeff Nurge

This plant is available at native nurseries. Visit the
Association of Florida Native Nurseries at
www.afnn.org, but don’t stop there. The site pro‐
vides only a snapshot of the offerings at local nurs‐
eries, so call around.

by Sue Dingwell

As you know, our chapter is now active in the world of social media. Our followers on Twitter are ecologically‐
minded people from literally all over the world, in addition to the Palm Beach County group. Once you dive
into Twitter, you begin to recognize people, and it's easy to "talk" with them. Last fall, when The National
Wildlife Foundation ran an online piece about native plants, I entered into some Twit‐conversations with the
author. As a result, when the NWF decided recently to do a piece on native plants that were less well known
and of value to pollinators, I was asked to contribute. I asked Rufino Osorio to contribute for us, though, and
he came through with a fabulous photograph of a pollinator at work. He was dismayed that "only a few sen‐
tences?!" were required and figures that he exceeded that limitation. You can bet I will Tweet the moment it's
up! Remember, you don't have to have an account or join to view our Twitter page.
Twitter/palmbeachfnps. Your wandering President...
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A Little Story About Our Native Demonstration Garden
Once a month on the Saturday following our
monthly meeting, volunteers are encouraged to
assist with garden maintenance. It’s kinda like
housework— often tedious and seemingly never
‐ending, but very necessary nonetheless. How
many dust bunnies accumulate under your bed
before you notice? How many weeds pop up
unexpectedly before they begin to take over an
entire area?
Well, a couple of months ago, I showed up for
garden maintenance and found that only Rob
Hopper, our Landscape Chair (and dedicated
garden maintenance person) and myself com‐
prised the total “maintenance party” for the day.
Rob was busy pruning the outer perimeter
plants to keep the center part of the garden visi‐
ble from the railing and side areas. And I
worked mostly on pulling weeds and seedlings
from the gravel walkway. I like to salvage dune
sunflower seedlings for propagation for upcom‐
ing plant sales. Refreshments for that particular
Saturday were overabundant.
Two new volunteers joined us on Saturday, May
22. The first was Valerie Tipton, who arrived for
the early shift from 9:00 – 11:00 and who was
still there when Nan Owens arrived with re‐
freshments. Then another new arrival, Jackie
came in around 11:00 AM just after Valerie left.
We hadn’t arranged for “shifts” and the nature
of volunteering is that you stay as little or as
long as you choose. It’s a great way to greet
new friends and get to know a little about peo‐
ple, other than that they are obviously dedicated
gardeners.
In the midst of our pruning and weeding we be‐
gan to notice some visitors cruising through the
garden, mostly of the winged variety, a gulf fritil‐
lary here, a zebra long wing there, a large orange
sulfur, and a monarch! They seemed to be a bit

By Cathy Beals

curious, these winged jewels, as they cruised not
only the flowers and vegetation, but us as well.
During our cheery weeding, in strolled a two‐
legged visitor, a well‐known local author with his
trusty camera. Rufino Osorio enjoys taking pic‐
tures of flowers at Mounts Botanical Gardens.
The photos in his book are likely all his. And a
“tree‐hugger” board member had been an ear‐
lier visitor and helper as well! Thanks, Mike
Manna!
Although the hotter summer months are upon
us now, visitors to the garden will undoubtedly
increase. So, all you avid gardeners, think about
braving the heat during June, July, and August,
and consider just how refreshing a cold drink,
some perfectly ripe fresh fruit and even a muffin
or pastry might taste when you take a break
from garden chores. The view from the pavilion
looking out into the garden was particularly
spectacular this month. The firebush was in full
bloom, dune sunflowers were nodding their
pretty yellow heads all over the place, and red
and pink tropical sage were in abundance. The
socializing isn’t bad and you never know when
the next celebrity may unexpectedly stroll
through. Rob’s comment this week was that we
have a “very happy garden right now!” It would

The next garden maintenance get together will be
Saturday, June 19.
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County Moving Forward with the South Cove Natural AreaPBC ERM
The Palm Beach County Department of Environ‐
mental Resources Management (PBC ERM) is moving
forward with the South Cove Restoration Project af‐
ter more than two years of delays. Trump Tower
and Flagler Property challenged the Florida Depart‐
ment of Environmental Protection’s (FDEP) issuance
of an Environmental Resource Permit for the pro‐
posed project. A Chapter 120 Administrative Hearing
was held, the County prevailed, and the permit was
issued.
The South Cove Natural Area project is located
within the Lake Worth Lagoon along Flagler Drive
west of the Intracoastal Waterway and north of the
Royal Park Bridge. This project will restore an area
of the Lagoon that has experienced severe wetland
habitat degradation and neglect due to dredge and
fill activities and shoreline hardening. In the 1960s,
dredged material from the Lagoon was used to cre‐
ate Flagler Drive leaving a deep hole in the Lagoon.
Muck sediments have accumulated in the dredged
hole, offering little habitat value.
The project will fill the dredged hole with clean sand.
Mangrove islands will be created and mangrove

planters will be placed in areas along the existing
seawall. Rock will be placed in certain locations to
provide a hard surface for oysters to attach, building
oyster reefs over time. Shallow water seagrass habi‐
tat, important to local fisheries, birds, manatees, and
sea turtles, will be enhanced. The project also in‐
cludes an elevated boardwalk with an observation
deck and educational kiosk for public use.
When completed, the project will enhance water
quality, create wildlife habitat, and educate visitors
to the City’s Waterfront Commons about the La‐
goon’s environmental resources by integrating the
natural components of mangroves, oysters, and sea‐
grasses within the urban downtown environment.
The project will also provide recreational and educa‐
tional opportunities to residents of our community.
For more information about this project, contact the
Palm Beach County Environmental Resources Man‐
agement at 561‐233‐2400 or visit:
http://www.pbcgov.org/erm/lakes/estuarine/
south‐cove.htm
by Eric Anderson, PBC ERM

Promoting the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida
Florida Native Plant Society
Palm Beach County Chapter
534 29th Street
West Palm Beach, FL 33407

Kaki Clark‐Holt
SFWMD
Florida
Native Plant Society

Membership Renewal
(complimentary)

3301 Gun Club Rd
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Palm Beach County
Chapter
suzdingwell@gmail.com

(561) 247‐FNPS

(3677)
Newsletter of the Palm Beach County Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

Officers & Chairpersons
President‐Sue Dingwell
818‐9654, suzdingwell@gmail.com

Newsletter Publishers‐Myrna Sossner &
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palmbeach.fnpschapters.org

Vice‐President‐Brenda Mills
315‐1842, bmills@sfwmd.gov

Newsletter Editors‐LeRoy & Shari Rodgers
741‐3395, dahoon@mindspring.com

Or come Tweet with us….

Treasurer‐Matthew King
585‐0114, opuntia2@msn.com

Publicity Chair‐Jeff Nurge
278‐3299, jeffrem@bellsouth.net

Visit us on the web

twitter.com/palmbeachfnps

Secretary‐Cathy Beals
799‐4007, bealsc@bellsouth.net
Chapter Representative‐Lynn Sweetay
798‐6208, lynnsweetay@hotmail.com

The Dahoon is published
monthly except December
by the Palm Beach
County Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society. Newsletter subscription is included in membership fees paid to the
FNPS.
PRINTED ON RECYCLED
PAPER

Conservation Chair‐Michael Manna
Director at Large‐Alyssa Dodd
Director at Large‐Mary Jo Aagerstoun
Director at Large‐Carl Terwilliger
Education Chair‐Lindy Cerar
312‐0660, lindycerar@yahoo.com
Field Trip Coordinator‐open
Landscape Chair‐Robert Hopper
Membership Chair‐Dennis de Zeeuw
954‐560‐4771, dennis@sustain‐scape.com

PALM BEACH COUNTY CHAPTER
FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
MEETS
3rd Tuesday of the month
7:30 P.M.
(doors open at 7:00)
Mounts Botanical Garden Auditorium
531 North Military Trail
(1/4 mi north of Southern Blvd.)
West Palm Beach, Florida

Meetings are free and open
to the public.

