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The Florida Native Plant Society promotes the preservation of our native flora through education and conservation. To attract
wildlife, promote water conservation and prevent the further introduction of nonnative pest plants, the society encourages the
cultivation of nurserypropagated Florida native plants and promotes their use as ornamentals in public and private landscapes.
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February Chapter Meeting

The Palm Beach County Chapter of the FNPS
meets on the third Tuesday of every month at the

University of Florida/IFAS Mounts Building Auditorium
531 North Military Trail, West Palm Beach

For more information, please call or email
5612473677

palmbeach@fnpschapters.org

THE FLORIDA MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM

The Florida Master Naturalist Program
(FMNP) is a University of Florida/IFAS
Extension environmental education program
developed for adult audiences. Courses are
provided by Certified Instructors throughout
the state of Florida. The goal of FMNP is to
promote awareness, understanding and
respect of Florida’s natural world. Core
modules in Freshwater Wetlands, Coastal
Systems and Upland Habitats include
classroom presentations, discussion, videos,
field trips and practical experience in interpretation. FMNP now offers
special topic short courses on Conservation Science, Environmental
Interpretation, Wildlife Monitoring and Habitat Evaluation. For more
information visit www.MasterNaturalist.org.

FNPS member and FMNP instructor Chris Lockhart will describe the
FMNP programs available in Palm Beach County and share a sampling
of what you’ll experience during a FMNP class. Chris is president of
Habitat Specialists, Inc. and has been active in the fields of plant
ecology and environmental education for over 15 years, including the
Palm Beach County Envirothon.

33rd Annual FNPS Conference

May 16  19, 2013 Jacksonville

palmbeach@fnpschapters.org
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Chapter Notes

Summary of January 2013 PBC Chapter Meeting
submitted by F. Leavengood,Sec.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FNPS has upgraded the Society's
membership database management
to a new system specifically designed
for nonprofit organizations.

Administrators are still getting up to
speed with the new software, so we
currently have only statewide
numbers available. We are pleased
to report that there were 31 new
FNPS members last month, bringing
the total membership to 2,886.

We will resume our chapter's
"membership at a glance" updates in
the next issue of the newsletter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Membership Update

On Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 7:30pm the Palm Beach County

Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society

welcomed chapter member Rufino Osorio

who enlightened us with a presentation on

Native Ferns. Rufino discussed the different

types of native ferns that are found in Palm

Beach County such as the Southern Shield

Fern (our most common native fern), Strap

ferns (which essentially make their own soil

when leaves and debris collect at the center

base of their leaves), and the Golden

Polypody (an epiphytic fern that can also

grow in the ground). Following these

wonderful photos and descriptions, we learned from Rufino that the

traditional sterile technique of growing ferns from spore is not necessary.

He assured us that they can be propogated in lownutrient media that

holds water and stays moist.

After the presentation, our monthly plant drawing was held. Plants

donated this meeting were Maiden Fern (Thelypteris interrupta) and

Southern Shield Fern (Thelypteris kunthii) from Jeff and Susan at

Native Choice Nursery, Spicewood (Calyptranthes pallens), Sweetbay

Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana), Poeppig’s Rosemallow/Fairy Hibiscus

(Hibiscus poeppigii), two Pale Passionflowers (Passiflora pallens),

Bahama Strongback (Bourreria succulenta), and a Florida Boxwood

(Schaefferia frutescens) from Gene

Sanchez, Sword Fern (Nephrolepis

exaltata) from Lynn Sweetay,

Scorpion's Tail (Heliotropium

angiospermum) and several

Tropical Sage (Salvia coccinea)

from Cindy Bush, Porterweed

(Stachytarpheta jamaicensis) and

Bahama Coffee (Psychotria

ligustrifolia) from Dennis de

Zeeuw, and Blolly (Guapira

discolor), Torchwood (Amyris

elemifera), Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago sempervirens), Necklace Pod

(Sophora tomentosa), and Wild Coffee (Psychotria nervosa) from Art

Carton.

Thank you to Jeff and Susan, Gene, Lynn, Cindy, Dennis and Art for

thier donations and to Stephanie Duncan for early setup and for the

superb refreshements enjoyed by all.

Ferns displayed at January
chapter meeting

Ryan Leavengood emcees the
native plant drawing

Full house for the Native Fern
Program

www.fnps.org/pages/fnps/membership_appl.html


Page 3

Corkystem PassionVine
(Passiflora suberosa)

Why we like it:
Yes, there are
native Passifloras
to Florida. While
the Corkystem is
not as showy as
our nonnative
varieties, it more

that makes up its worth in wildlife value. The
greenish flowers are only half an inch wide but
give way to nice purple berries that are
devoured by many bird species. These birds
then disperse the seeds throughout the yard
giving an abundant supply of vines year in and
year out. The corkystem vines blend into trees
and bushes so much so that you hardly notice
that they are there until the
butterflies show up. Zebra
Longwings, Julias and Gulf
Fritillaries will set up residence in
your yard to stay close to this
vine as it is one of their favorite
host plants to lay eggs on. The
neighbors will be baffled as to
how you have butterflies in your
yard and they don’t!

How to grow it: Grow this vine on a terrace or
mix it in with your
bushes. This fast
growing vine also
does well in hanging
baskets. Corkystem
can be grown in full
sun as well as shade.
My plants are growing
in a variety of light
conditions and they
are all doing well. You’ll find that different
butterflies will prefer some vines based solely
on how much sun the vine gets. So vary your
plant locations. Most soil conditions are fine
but make sure they get enough water until they
are established. After that they are very
drought tolerant and require no supplemental
watering. Those plants that come up in your

yard from seed are on their own as
Mother Nature provides!

Where to buy it: This plant is
available at native nurseries,
including Meadow Beauty Nursery in
Lake Worth. To find other nurseries
that carry it, visit the association of
Florida Native Nurseries at
www.afnn.org,

by Jeff Nurge

www.FloridaNativeGardening.comGardening with the Natives

Jeff Nurge is the owner and founder of Florida Native Gardening, a company devoted to the
practices of creating sustainable landscaping through the selection of local indigenous plants, and the
placement of those plants in appropriate sites to support native birds, insects and animals.

In another endeavor along with Coowner and fellow FNPS member Susan Casamento, Native
Choice Nursery was opened for retail business three years ago to cater to the growing demand of
individual homeowners looking for a more responsible way to landscape their yards . Over 150
species of native plants are on display and offered for sale at the nursery so as to better educate the
public of the wide variety of Florida native plants that are available.

Jeff has been a South Florida resident for 42 years and is currently residing in the city of Delray
Beach. He is the current publicly chair for the Palm Beach County’s chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society. Jeff has created an informative website devoted to promoting Florida friendly
landscapes at www.nativechoicenursery.com.

Also, Jeff is currently writing a regular article for the Palm Beach Post called “Native Roots” and has
recently passed a mildstone of 60 articles in print over the past 4 years. “Native Roots” appears in the
Florida home section on Saturdays highlighting native plants and their attributes.

www.FloridaNativeGardening.com
www.nativechoicenursery.com
www.afnn.org
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Board of Directors Meeting Summary

Held at the home of the President, Lynn Sweetay on Saturday, January 12 from 2:18 pm to 4:22 pm

ATTENDEES: Brenda Mills, Lindy Cerar, Lynn Sweetay, Kristi MartinMoyer, Fran Leavengood, Myrna
Sossner, Nancy Sloane, Ryan Leavengood, Matthew King, Chris Lockhart, and Meredith Trim

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Stephanie Duncan submitted (via email) the Financial Statement as of
December 31, 2012 and the Budget. Our total assets at this time are $11073.67 which includes the grant
money from the Chastain Foundation.

Chapter Representative Report: Chapter Representative Brenda Mills gave us an update on the Habitat
for Humanity home project. She reported that the completion date had been pushed back to February.
Director at Large Kristi MartinMoyer presented the budget for the project. The total for all the plants, sod,
and mulch was $3431.25. The Wellington Garden Club provided $800, Pine Jog provided $750 plus gas in
kind for Kristi's time on the project. Land Design South provided $732 inkind for the renderings. An effort is
underway to secure a donation for the sod ($950.) The balance ($2410) will be paid by our chapter and
Habitat for Humanity. A second Seminole Ridge house in Lake Worth will be using the same template as
well as another prospective site in Jupiter. We plan to post the renderings on our website as examples of
native landscape designs to use as starting points. The plant budget was discussed and the Board decided
not to make any changes for this site but would consider other options for future designs.

FNPS Retreat: Brenda notified the Board that she will be attending a February FNPS State Board retreat
in Haines City . Matt King also said he was planning on attending. He informed the Board that the state is
hiring a strategy guru and he was asked to participate on the interview panel.

Complaint: A letter of complaint was sent to the FNPS state organization regarding a FANN supported
Jacksonville nursery that claims to be native but advertises all nonnatives on their website, including a
category 1 invasive.

Program: Vicepresident Lindy Cerar advised that the 2013 program is finalized with the exception of a
floral arrangement workshop led by member Steve Chase. Steve will provide and estimate of the cost of
supplies in order to determine the need to charge for the workshop. Myrna suggested to minimize costs
members could be told to bring their own containers. Lynn suggested maybe trying to do this around
Mother's Day. A room will need to be reserved. A poll will be taken at the next meeting to see if there is
interest. Jeff Nurge and Ryan Leavengood will be presenting at the Mounts workshop in April. Mounts
charges $40 for this workshop and it was suggested that we recieve a donation as compensation.

Naturescaping and Plant Sales: Lindy discussed the Naturescaping donation. She advised that we made
$200 from the plant sale at Naturescaping last March and that the event is a big sponsorship for us. A
discussion followed on whether we want to purchasel wholesale plants for sale in addition to the donated
plants from members at Naturescaping and also at the Mounts plant sale on April 27 and 28. (There would
be additional cost of selling at the Mounts sale since to sell the booth needs to pay a vendor fee, probably
~$100). It was decided that for Naturescaping we would leave the plant sale as is and use donated plants
only to keep the goal of our booth at Naturescaping educational. Ryan Leavengood made a motion to
donate $250 to Naturescaping as was done in the past. The motion was seconded by Lindy Cerar. No one
was opposed. For the Mounts sale, further research will need to be done to find out the costs of the booth
and folding tables. Whatever donated plants are left over from Naturescaping could be sold in addition to
other plants. We will need to communicate with the area native nurseries to see what they are selling since
we would rather not compete with them. Fran Leavengood suggested maybe focussing on natives that do
well as container plants since many people often ask for options for container gardens.

continued on page 8
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Shoebutton Ardisia, or ardisia elliptica,

is a tropical shrub or small tree introduced

as an ornamental landscaping plant in

Florida, probably in the late 1800s. It has

had lots of time establish itself here, and

unfortunately, has done so quite

successfully. Believed to be native to

native to Asia, South Asia and India, it

flourishes in wet soils and shade, and has

made its way into a diverse range of

habitats, including wetlands, tree islands, cypress groves, mangrove

areas, hammocks, old fields, and others. It is found throughout South

Florida, and as far north as Brevard County.

Floridians aren’t the only ones grappling with this aggressive exotic – it

is also causing problems in Hawaii, the Caribbean and the East Indies,

among other areas. Its ability to create dense, singlespecies

communities that crowd out native plants and disrupt ecosystems has

earned it a place among the ``100 of the World’s Worst Invasive Alien

Species,’’ a list developed by the Invasive Species Specialist Group

(ISSG), a global network of science and policy experts organized by

the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Shoebutton ardisia is a member of the myrsine family and looks similar

to native marlberry and myrsine, though it can grow larger than both,

and has clusters of starshaped, violet flowers. An evergreen, it can

grow to nearly 18 feet, usually as a single stem with perpendicular

branches. The leaves are alternate and smooth; new growth is reddish

in color. Its oneinch, round berries turn from red to purple or black

when ripe; seeds are spread by birds and raccoons. It is listed as a

Category 1 invasive by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council, and as a

Noxious Weed by the State of Florida, meaning it is illegal to plant,

cultivate, possess, move or release without a permit.

Shoebutton ardisia is sometimes confused with coral ardisia, which is

also an aggressive and highly problematic invasive exotic in Florida,

especially in the northern half of the state. Coral ardisia is lower to the

ground, multistemmed, and has bright coral berries.

To get rid of a shoebutton ardisia, the University of Florida IFAS

program recommends pulling it out by hand or using chemical means.

For specific information on removal, visit edis.ifas.ufl.edu/wg209.

Sources: Smithsonian Species Inventory at www.sms.si.edu; Florida

Exotic Pest Plant Council at www.fleppc.org.

By Hilde HartnettKNOW YOUR FOE

Shoebutton Ardisia,
ardisia elliptica (above)

compared to our native
Marlberry, Ardisia
escallonioides (below)

www.fleppc.org
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Saturday,March 16
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

MacArthur Beach State Park
(north end of Singer Island)
10900 Jack Nicklaus Drive

North Palm Beach, FL,

Chapter Events

Saturday, February 16
9  11am

MacArthur Beach State Park
10900 Jack Nicklaus Drive

North Palm Beach, FL,

Field Trip: MacArthur Beach State Park
Led by Dr. George Rogers, Palm Beach State College

Meet at the butterfly garden next to the nature center. Wear comforable

shoes and bring your camera and water. We'll walk a total of 2 miles, out

the boardwalk though the coastal hammock to the beach and dunes.

Native and endemic beach dune and hammock species will be the focus.

Please visit George Rogers Website to see a slide set on native plants

and grasses. http://www.floridagrasses.org/

Tuesday, February 19
7:30 – 9pm (doors open at 7)

Mounts Botanical Garden
531 North Military Trail, WPB

Chapter Meeting: Master Naturalist Program
Chris Lockhart, President, Habitat Specialists

Saturday February 23
9am12

Clayton Hutchenson Bldg.
559 N Military Trail, WPB

Volunteer Event  Native Plant Demo Garden Maintenance
Come and learn from experts as you help us maintain our Native Plant
Demonstration Garden. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions, identify
plants and take home cuttings for your garden. Work parties are held on
the Saturday following our monthly meetings. Drop by anytime between
9:00 am and noon to learn, socialize and enjoy the open air. Don’t forget to
bring your garden tools!

Free Admission • Refreshments • Native Plant Drawing
Public Welcome • No Reservations Needed

NatureScaping at MacArthur Beach State Park

Visit the PBCCFNPS booth

at NatureScaping

MacArthur Beach State Park opens its gates for a day of learning about
and celebrating Florida’s natural treasures, teaming up with PBC ERM
for the NatureScaping & Dark Skies Festival. This year, the event will
have a special focus on light pollution and how it impacts local sea turtle
populations, other creatures, and even plants.
The day will feature a variety of educational programs and guest
speakers, native plant vendors, live animal shows, artwork, children’s
crafts, food, live music, a raffle, and much more.
Representatives of local environmental organizations will be on hand
with lots of information on sustainable living, and finalists from this
year’s photography contest will be on display.
Laura Sanorgorski of Florida Yards and Neighborhoods will give a
presentation on native plants at 11 a.m.; FREE entrance to the park.

For more information contact Art Carton, Park Services Specialist,

(561)7767449, ext. 109.

Chapter Meeting: Vermiculture
What is "vermiculture"....think worms!! Join us for this

interesting presentation by Jason McCobb, (aka Farmer

Jay) a sustainable farmer right here in Palm Beach

County.

Tuesday, March 19
7:30 – 9pm (doors open at 7)

Mounts Botanical Garden
531 North Military Trail, WPB

Entrance to the Park is free. Let
the gate guard know you are
participating in the field trip.

 http://www.floridagrasses.org/
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Other Events

THE NATIVE PLANT SHOW
Hosted by the Florida Association of Native Nurseries (FANN)

ThursdayFriday, April 45, 2013 in Kissimmee, Florida

Florida’s first allnative plant tradeshow. See Florida’s finest growers of native plants

along with a few select green allies serving the horticulture and landscape industry.

This show is all about Florida native plants and how to use them for beautiful,

sustainable, authentic Real Florida Landscapes(TM) that are naturally Floridafriendly.
For more information http://www.nativeplantshow.com/.

REGISTER ONLINE NOW
EARLY BIRD RATE ENDS APRIL 15  SAVE $25/DAY

Field trips fill fast. Do not wait to register onsite if you want to participate in
field trips. Lunches provided for online (advance) registrants only.

ONLINE registration ends Friday, May 3.
After May 3, all registration is ONSITE.

2013 Florida Native Plant Society Conference
"Celebrating La Florida; the Land of Flowers,"

May 16th  May 19th at the University of North Florida in Jacksonville

FRIENDS OF JONATHAN DICKINSON STATE PARK PHOTO CONTEST

The Friends of Jonathan Dickinson State Park is sponsoring the park’s annual photo contest. Contest
categories include Florida General (landscapes, scenes, people, manmade structures, etc.), Jonathan
Dickinson State Park (JDSP), Youth Florida Nature (ages 16 and under), and Creative nature. See rules and

guidelines for detailed instructions. The Judge for this year’s competition will be world
renowned photographer Clyde Butcher. Entries are due March 24 and the entry fee is $15
which includes up to three photo entries; additional entries are $5.

Finalists will be exhibited in the Kimbell Center, and category winners will receive cash and
other prizes. For contest details, and entry and release forms, visit
www.floridastateparks.org/jonathandickinson/events.cfm, or contact Libby Reinert at the
Kimbell Center, 5617455551, libby.reinert@dep.state.fl.us.

The contest exhibition will take place at the Kimbell Education Center

16450 SE Federal Hwy, Hobe Sound, FL 33455

E4 Sustainability Summit
at the Palm Beach County
Convention Center, WPB

For more information:

http://wpb.org/e4/

For more information:

http://fnps.org/conference/2013

University of North Florida

www.greenschoolsnationalconference.org.
http://fnps.org/conference/2013


Page 8

Conservation Chair Report: Chris Lockhart advised that ERM was looking for members of our chapter to
become committee members for the 2013 Public Outreach Action Plan for Lake Worth Lagoon
Management. The goal is to support Florida friendly landscapes but this does not always mean native.
Having someone from our chapter can further educate others why natives are even better than just Florida
friendly. Member Meredith Trim volunteered to attend these meetings. Kristi MartinMoyer also said she
was interested in participating. Chris also advised that there were free programs at the University of Miami
on Saturdays Feb 2nd and 9th and then Feb 16th and 23rd about Empowering Climate Change
Communications.

Other Reports:
Publicity: Jeff Nurge was unable to attend but he contacted Lynn and advised that the Post had run an
article on December 22 (they had not run anything for the previous 3 months), and they asked him for
some more contributions for the coming year. Lynn advised we are one of the few chapters in the state that
gets a chance to have articles in the paper like this.

Books and Computer: Stephanie reported the sale of 23 books for $283. This has essentially offset the cost
of purchasing a laptop for the chapter so that it can be available for all of the speaker presentations.

Garden Maintenance: Lynn announced we will no longer have refreshments at garden maintenance.

South Palm Park Neighborhood Association Lynn announced that we had received a thank you letter from
the board for the excellent presentation that Lynn Cox gave to the South Palm Park Neighborhood
Association recently. They will be using the information she provided to help make their median a native
plant showcase.

Envirothon Sponsorship: Lynn introduced Envirothon. This is a statewide competition for students that
focuses on environmental topics. Last year there was not enough money for the event. This would be an
event that we could help sponsor. Some options would be donating prizes for the students (i.e. books). We
do not have this currently in the budget. Fran Leavengood suggested seeing what money we raise from
selling at the Mounts sale to see if we could then allocate that to helping Envirothon. It was decided to
revisit this idea at the next board meeting.

Host 2015 convention: Our chapter was approached to host the 2015 State Convention. Those at the
meeting who had been to previous conventions, and who had participated when our chapter hosted in the
past, advised that hosting a conference was a very large amount of work, and we had not that long ago
done it. The board decided that we would not host for 2015, but we would consider possibly cohosting with
other area chapters, or hosting ourselves at a later time.

Membership Chair: Lynn advised that our chapter is in need of a membership chair. Lynn Cox has been
doing the job as the greeter at the chapter meetings, and she is willing to continue to perform this service.
The chairperson is responsible for following up with new people that attend our meetings as well as the
people that express interest at our outreach events. They would provide them with a membership packet
and invite them to join. They would also contact members that are due for renewal. Matt gets the list from
the state of who is dropped. Winnie also needs a report of how many new members we have for the
Dahoon. Meredith Trim volunteered to be the Membership Chair.

Silent Auction: A coordinator is also needed for the silent auction. Lynn will ask at the
general meeting. As people bring in items this person will need to keep track of what
s brought and make the bid sheets. Then see who has won and collect the money
with Stephanie.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:22 pm The next board meeting will be at 5:30 pm on
April 16th, 2013 at the Mounts Botanical Garden before the April Chapter Meeting.

B.O.D. Meeting Summary (cont. from page 4)
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Visit us on the web
www.palmbeach.fnpschapters.org

www.fnps.org

5612473677

Announcements
President Lynn Sweetay
5617986208
lynnsweetay@hotmail.com

Vice President Lindy Cerar
5613120660
lindycerar@yahoo.com

Secretary Francesca Leavengood
5617139994
fchiulli@gmail.com

Treasurer Stephanie Duncan
561 5757956
duncan694@aol.com

Chapter Rep Brenda Mills
5613151842
bmills@sfwmd.gov

Conservation Chair Chris Lockhart
5617340140
chris@lockharts.org

Director At Large Susan Lerner
5614787444
VitalLongevity@earthlink.net

Director At Large Kristi Martin
Moyer 5616326293
kmarti40@fau.edu

Director At Large Ryan Leavengood
5613641451
leavengood@gmail.com

Membership Chair Meredith Trim
mtrim2@comcast.net

Newsletter editor Winnie Said
5616327723
dahooned@gmail.com

Garden Chair Steve Chase
5613011310
stevenchasegardens@gmail.com

DEADLINE: FEB 28, 2013
Each year the Florida Native Plant Society awards select members for
their service to education, science, chapter and/or mentorship.

Green Palmetto awards are given for service, education, science,
and chapter. The Mentor Award is the highest honor the Society can
bestow and is reserved for lifetime or careerlong contributions.

Any FNPS member may nominate someone for an award. We
encourage members to contact their Chapter Representative, (Brenda
Mills bmills@sfwmd.gov) or the FNPS President
(president@FNPS.org).

To make nominations,members should submit a onepage letter of
endorsement specifying the nominee and proposed award category by
name along with supporting rationale for the nomination.

Congratulations and Thank you to Meredith Trim
for Volunteering to be our Chapter Membership Chair!

Publicity Chair Jeff Nurge

Refreshment Coordinator Nan Owen

Webmasters
Matt King  opuntia2@msn.com and
Ryan Leavengood

Palm Beach County Chapter
FNPS

Support Funding for Florida Forever

Florida Forever, Florida’s conservation land acquisition program is
threatened for the second year in a row with no funding. The Governor
recommended $15 million in his legislative budget for next year.
However the House Appropriations Bill does not include any funds for the
program. The Senate Appropriation Bill has not yet been released.
Unless the Senate bill includes funds for Florida Forever, there is no
chance of any funding again next year. If the Senate includes funds in its
appropriations bill, then a final decision on funding for the program will be
made in conference between the House and Senate. Therefore, it is
critical that the Senate include funding in its appropriations bill

It is crucial that you contact members of the Senate Budget Committee
and urge them to include $15 million in its budget for Florida Forever, as
the Governor recommended. Also urge them to include $40 million for
Everglades Restoration, as the Governor recommended.

For more information
http://fnps.org/news/alerts/alert_3

www.palmbeach.fnpschapters.org
www.fnps.org
http://fnps.org/news/alerts/alert_3
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